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Argentina
6. Homoerotic, Homosexual, and 

Bisexual Behaviors
Gay Unions SOPHIA KAMENETZKY

[Up date 2003: July 26, 2003: Bue nos Ai res, the cap i tal
city of Ar gen tina, is the first city in Latin Amer ica to rec og -
nize civ i l un ions for same-sex in di vid u als. The new law ap -
plies only to city em ploy ees, and pro vides only a few ba sic
rights. De spite these lim its, ob serv ers see the ac tion as a ma -
jor le gal break through to the na tion wide rec og ni tion of civ i l 
un ions of same-sex cou ples. Med i cal and so cial rights of a
city em ployee are ex tended to the em ployee’s part ner. Em -
ploy ees can ask for a leave to take care of a sick part ner.
They can jointly ap ply for loans and have the right to con -
tinue re ceiv ing state pen sions in case of a part ner’s death.
How ever, the rights to in herit at a part ner’s death and to
adopt children have not been recognized.

The law was passed by the state leg is la ture in De cem ber
2002, and in May, the city is sued its nor ma tive reg u la tions.
Soon af ter ward, spe cial pub li c reg is tries were open ing
where cou ples could in scribe their un ion, in de pend ently of
their sex. This means that hetero sex u al part ners who de cide 
not to marry can reg is ter to ben e fit from the same lim ited
rights given to homo sex u al cou ples. Part ners, who have
reached the age of ma jor ity, can reg is ter by pre sent ing at
least two wit nesses to cer tify that the two have been liv ing
to gether in the city of Bue nos Ai res for at least one year, and 
that they are sin gle or di vorced. Civ i l un ions ter mi nate by
ei ther death or mar riage of a part ner. A part ner can also an -
nul the un ion by mak ing a pre sen ta tion to the Pub li c Reg is -
try and cer ti fy ing that he has given notice of his decision to
the other party.

As ex pected, the Cath o lic and Evan gel i cal Churches
were en raged by the rec og ni tion of same-sex civ i l un ions,
not ing that the New Tes ta ment says that homo sex u ali ty is
“one of the most hor ren dous per ver sions.” De spite the re li -

gious op po si tion, in mid-2003, Mex ico, Brazil, and Chile
ap peared ready to join Ar gen tina in rat i fi ca tion of sim i lar
laws recognizing same-sex civil unions.

Australia
10. Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

and HIV/AIDS
Lesbian Sexual Health Risks RAYMOND J. NOONAN

[Up date 2003: Re search find ings from Syd ney, Aus tra -
lia, pub lished in the jour nal Sex u ally Trans mit ted In fec tions
in di cate that les bi ans are just as likely to get sex u ally trans -
mit ted dis eases as their hetero sex u al coun ter parts, in con -
trast to pre vious as sump tions that they are at low risk for
these dis eases. In ad di tion, they are far more likely to be
drug us ers and to have had sex with homo sex u al men, mak -
ing them al most eight times more likely to be in fected with
hep a ti tis C. Based on a study of 2,800 women at the Syd ney
Sex ual Health Cen tre, doc tors found that bac te rial vagi -
nosis was more prev a lent in “women who had sex with
other women,” while her pes and gen i tal warts were com -
mon in both groups, with gon or rhea and chla myd ia rates
low and sim i lar. BBC News (2000) quoted the re search ers
as say ing, “a woman’s sex ual iden tity is not an ac cu rate pre -
dic tor of be hav iour, with a high pro por tion of ‘les bian’
women re port ing sex with (of ten high risk) men.” In fact,
they re ported that women who had sex with women were
more than three times more likely to re port hav ing had sex
with a homo sex u al or bi sex ual man, with almost one in ten
of these women having had more than 50 male sex partners.

While it re mains true that women who have sex with
only women are at low risk for STDs, this re search sug gests
that med i cal per son nel should adopt the same ap proach of -
ten used in tak ing sex his to ries from men who have sex with
men, i.e., es chew ing la bels and ask ing self-iden ti fied les -
bian women whether they also have sex with men, in or der
to get a more-ac cu rate assessment of risk.

BBC News (2003) also re ported on a re cent study from
the United States that les bi ans have a higher risk of heart dis -
ease and are gen er ally more over weight than other women,
fur ther sug gest ing that health ed u ca tion mes sages tar geted
spe cif i cally to les bian women need to be de vel oped. The re -
port noted that les bi ans are more likely to be un con cerned
about their weight, per haps, quot ing re search ers, be cause
“weight con trol is of ten per ceived as a con ven tion ally fem i -
nine be hav iour,” which might ne ces si tate “a strat egy that
de-emphasises traditional feminine values.”
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Canada
6. Homoerotic, Homosexual, and 

Bisexual Behaviors
Gay Marriage Legislation MICHAEL BARRETT

[Up date 2003: In June 2003, the On tario Prov ince Court
of Ap peals ruled in fa vor of a same-sex cou ples’ right to
marry. The judg ment was not con di tional and the judge
gave ap proval to is sue mar riage li censes to same-sex cou -
ples in On tario with the re lease of the de ci sion. At the na -
tional level, the fed eral gov ern ment said that it would not
ap peal the rul ing—the fed eral gov ern ment man dates mar -
riage laws while the prov inces en act them. This means that
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leg is la tion will now be brought for ward to rec og nize same-
sex mar riage. The in tent ap pears to be to do so in a way that
will not com pro mise the rights of re li gious groups who
choose not to marry same-sex cou ples on re li gious grounds. 
Nine prov inces said at the time that they would sup port leg -
is la tion that rec og nized same-sex un ions. Al berta said that
it would use the “not with stand ing” clause of the Constitu -
tion to block the legislation.

Ear lier, in May of 2003, the Brit ish Co lum bia Court of
Ap peals had amended com mon law in a way that rec og -
nized same-sex un ions, i.e., mar riage was de fined as the un -
ion of “two per sons to the ex clu sion of all oth ers.” Im ple -
men ta tion of the de ci sion had been sus pended un til July
2004, but the sub se quent rul ing in On tario led the B.C.
Court of Ap peals to lift that sus pen sion in July 2003 on the
ba sis that the prov inces would oth er wise be un equal in their
handling of the issue.

In the wake of these pro vin cial court de ci sions, the fed -
eral gov ern ment is now faced with de ter min ing how the Ca -
na dian Con sti tu tion can be in ter preted in terms of the rights
of re li gious in sti tu tions to re fuse to marry same-sex cou ples 
and in terms of fed eral and pro vin cial re spon si bil i ties with
re spect to marriage (Krauss 2003abc).
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8. Significant Unconventional Sexual Behaviors
Sexual Abuse and the Churches JULIE FRASER

[Up date 2003: March 2003: Sex ual abuse in Can ada has
also re ceived at ten tion in the past de cade when ac cu sa tions
of abuse, al leged and proven, have in creas ingly been lev -
eled at re li gious in sti tu tions and at mem bers of those in sti -
tu tions. Cath o lic, An gli can, and United Churches, to name
a few, have been as so ci ated with sex ual abuse scan dals, the
fi nan cial and le gal ram i fi ca tions of which have threat ened
their live li hood and brought them into le gal arguments with
the Canadian Government.

A great many of these law suits per tain to abuse that hap -
pened at church-run schools. In many cases, al though not
all, these were schools for Na tive Ca na dian chil dren. Ac -
cord ing to Sebok (2002), the Ca na dian Gov ern ment took
over the ed u ca tion of Na tive Ca na dian chil dren in 1883 and
re lied heavily on Cath o lic, Meth od ist, An gli can, and Pres -
by te rian churches. The Ca na dian ex pe ri ence with board ing
schools for na tive chil dren came to an end in mid-1980 and
is now con sid ered a po lit i cal and cul tural trag edy. It was not
un til the late 1990s that the vic tims be gan to sue in di vid u -
ally for sex ual abuse suffered while attending these schools.

The num ber of cases is too nu mer ous to re port; how ever, 
some of the more im por tant le gal is sues will be high lighted.
One le gal fo cus has been the rel a tive re spon si bil ity of the
Gov ern ment ver sus the churches. For ex am ple, in FSM v.
Clarke, 11 W.W.R. 301 (B.S.S.C. 1999), a pu pil at a res i -
den tial school be tween 1969 and 1976 al leged that a dor mi -
tory su per vi sor sex u ally as saulted him and other pu pils. He
sued the An gli can Church and the Gov ern ment of Can ada.
In this case, the court found the An gli can Church 60% re -
spon si ble, and the Ca na dian gov ern ment 40% re spon si ble
(Sebok 2002). Sub se quent to this, other cases fol lowed per -
tain ing to in ci dences of sex ual abuse hap pen ing as much as
50 years prior. In M. M. v. Ro man Cath o lic Church of Can -
ada, 180 D.L.R. (4") 737 (Man. Q.B. 1999), for ex am ple, a
70-year-old woman who had at tended a school be tween

1930 and 1942 al leged not only sex ual abuse, but also that
the Church “strove to deprive the plaintiff of her culture and
way of life.”

While the sur vi vors of the abuse deal with the psy cho -
log i cal trauma, the churches deal with the neg a tive pub lic -
ity, as well as the po ten tially crip pling fi nan cial bur den as -
so ci ated with lit i ga tion. As of 2002, there were ap prox i -
mately 9,000 out stand ing res i den tial school law suits. The
An gli can Church es ti mates that the com bined li a bil ity for
the gov ern ment and the churches might reach $1 bil lion
(Ca na dian). One west ern An gli can di o cese has ceased to
op er ate under the weight of individual lawsuits.

India
5. Interpersonal Heterosexual Behaviors
“Assisted” Arranged Marriages

ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR
[Up date 2003: Al though tra di tional ar ranged mar riages

are still the norm in In dia, the prac tice is evolv ing in re -
sponse to the spread of ro man tic love among the mid dle
class in the larger cit ies of In dia. A sec ond stim u lus for
change is oc cur ring within the clan nish, tight-knit In dian
ex pa tri ate com mu ni ties in Brit ain, as sec ond- and third-
gen er a tion chil dren adapt the na ture of the ar range ment to
life in the U.K. (Francoeur 1982, 66; Alvarez 2003).

In tra di tional In dian ar ranged mar riages, se lect ing the
best spouse for a son or daugh ter has been the ex clu sive re -
spon si bil ity of par ents and grand par ents, and par tic u larly
the “Aunt Bijis,” as Mus lims call their match mak ers. Par -
ents and Aunt Bijis rely on rec om men da tions from other
fam ily mem bers and friends, and on “matrimonials” placed
in the ap pro pri ate In dian news pa per, in In dia, the U.K., the
U.S.A., or any other place with a large immigrant Indian
population.

Typ i cal matrimonials, like the two be low, de scribe the
age, phys i cal ap pear ance, ed u ca tion, and caste of the son or
daughter:

Par ents in vite cor re spon dence from a tall, hand some, pro -
fes sional, or ed u cated busi ness man for their 27-year-old,
5’ 5”, very hand some, fair com plex ion, homely [do mes -
tic-skilled] daugh ter with green card and M.B.B.S from a
pres ti gious in sti tu tion in India.

Phy si cian fa ther Brah min in vites cor re spon dence from
pre sent able, charm ing, and homely Guja rati girls for his
U.S. cit i zen son, 29, 5’ 8”, 145, veg e tar ian, M.S. (com -
puter eng). Send biodata with re cent pho to graphs (re turn -
able). (Francoeur 1991, 37)

Twenty years ago, in Bom bay, In dia’s most cos mo pol i -
tan city, the rev o lu tion ary idea of ro man tic love that swept
the U.S. a hun dred years ear lier was adopted by some mid -
dle-class youths from what they saw at the cin ema. But in
Bom bay, as well as else where in In dia, it is not easy for
young peo ple to meet with out the su per vi sion of some fam -
ily mem ber. A young woman talk ing with a man in the mu -
seum cof fee shop or danc ing in one of the dis co theques runs 
the risk of ru in ing her rep u ta tion and chances for a de cent
mar riage. An In dian woman at an Amer i can col lege will be
very care ful not to com pro mise her pros pects back home by
let ting her par ents know she has dated a for eign er. In 1990,
only 5% of col lege stu dents in In dia met with out the intro -
duction being arranged by their parents.

Mod i fi ca tions in the tra di tional ar ranged mar riage be gan 
to ap pear as early as the 1960s, when a cou ple brought to -
gether by their par ents would have an ini tial meet ing be fore
their ex tended fam i lies and then met alone sev eral times, ei -
ther with fam ily mem bers in an other room or at a res tau rant,
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be fore de liv er ing a ver dict. In the 21st cen tury, cou ples meet 
in pub li c ven ues with out the family encounter first.

But the prob lem has been how to make that first con nec -
tion. In Bom bay and other large cit ies in the 1980s, the own -
ers of large halls solved this prob lem by spon sor ing a Sat ur -
day eve ning for young peo ple. Young women are ad mit ted
free while the young men pay a small ad mis sion fee for the
priv i lege of go ing on stage to de scribe them selves and the
kind of woman they are look ing for in more de tail than a
“mat ri mo nial” per mits. Af ter pre sent ing him self, the young 
man wan ders through the hall, hop ing some young woman
will slip him her name and ad dress or phone num ber, so they 
can ex plore their mu tual in ter ests. If they con nect, then the
par ents can be brought into the pic ture to take over the
formal arrangements (Francoeur 1982, 66).

In the 21st cen tury, young In dian na tives and ex pa tri ates 
are push ing the cul tural bound aries.

There is a boom in Asian mar riage websites, chat rooms, 
Internet per sonal ad ver tise ments and even South Asian ver -
sions of speed dat ing, the lat est phe nom e non to hit the In -
dian com mu nity in Lon don, with men and women meet ing
each other for just three min utes at res tau rants and bars be -
fore mov ing on to the next potential mate.

One young pro fes sional In dian woman in Lon don
turned to Asian speed dat ing—with her mother’s bless -
ing—af ter 10 un suc cess ful in tro duc tions. She de scribed
these for mal in tro duc tions as awk ward, drawn-out af fairs
in which the young man, his mother, and sev eral other rel a -
tives came over to meet her fam ily. She wore her best In -
dian out fit, a sari or el e gant In dian pants and top, and sat
qui etly, de spite her nor mal chat ti ness. When called upon,
she poured tea, and then talked briefly to her potential mate
in a side room.

In an “as sisted ar ranged mar riage,” the abid ing prin ci -
ples be hind an ar ranged mar riage still re main strong on the
as sump tion that lust and ro man tic love do not make a last ing 
mar riage, and when it co mes to weigh sim i lar back grounds
and com pat i bil ity, fam ily knows best. But par ents and el -
ders, ea ger to avoid alien at ing their chil dren, mak ing them
mis er a ble, or see ing them go un mar ried, have shown con -
sid er able flex i bil ity. The ar range ment is be com ing more
fluid, a bit more open, a nice compromise (Alvarez 2003).
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Indonesia
7. Gender Diversity and Transgender Issues
New Roles for Transvestites ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR

[Up date 2003: Pub li c re cords of trans ves tites tak ing
prom i nent roles in In do ne sian cul ture date from a 14th-cen -
tury ruler, Hayam Wuruk, who is de scribed in court an nals
as dress ing as a woman in front of his min is ters and us ing a
woman’s name. Later, af ter the ar rival of Is lam, men of ten
played the role of women in the vil lage dance dra mas of
East Java, and they still do. The first pres i dent of in de pend -
ent In do ne sia, Sukarno, writes proudly in his mem oirs of
play ing fe male roles when he was a young man, putt ing
pow der on his face and rouge on his lips, and stuff ing “two
sweet breads” in his blouse. “With this ad di tion to my
shapely fig ure, ev ery body said I looked ab so lutely beau ti -
ful,” he re ported. “Af ter the show I pulled the breads out of
my blouse and ate them.”

Un der the au to cratic rule of Sukarno’s suc ces sor, Gen -
eral Suharto, trans ves tites have won some rights. Known as
waria—a com bi na tion of wanita (woman) and pria (man),
trans ves tites are still some times rounded up and de tained by 
the po lice if they are sus pected of work ing as pros ti tutes.
How ever, this var ies, be cause in some cit ies they court busi -
ness openly in what amounts to a late-night trans ves tite pa -
rade down the main thor ough fares look ing for cli ents. In
ma jor cit ies, par tic u larly on the Java, lo cal gov ern ments
pro vide train ing pro grams for trans ves tites who want to run
beauty sa lons, be come hair styl ists, or run a wed ding busi -
ness pro vid ing brides with gowns, décor, and makeup, all in
one package.

In the larger cit ies, the gov ern ment hires older waria to
help young waria learn a trade so they can be come in de -
pend ent and not need to earn a liv ing in pros ti tu tion. On In -
do ne sian tele vi sion, trans ves tites are reg u lar hosts on com -
edy shows and ap pear as char ac ters in a pop u lar pup pet
show. In 1977, when sex-change op er a tions were still rel a -
tively un usual in the West, gov ern ment tele vi sion showed
a movie called I Am Vivian. Based on a true story, it showed 
how an In do ne sian boy who felt more like a girl was fi nally 
ac cepted by his fam ily as a trans ves tite. In one of the more
strik ing scenes, a doc tor ad vises Vivian to have a sex-
change op er a tion. The movie ends with her in a white wed -
ding gown, com plete with veil, be ing car ried by the groom
to the bridal suite. In mod ern In do ne sia, sex-change op er a -
tions are out of vogue. Some trans ves tites dress as a mod -
est Mus lim woman with a jilbab, the tra di tional head cov -
er ing, but change to male garb when they go to the mosque
to pray.

But Merlyn Sopjan, a 30-year old waria in ter viewed by
Jane Perlez (2003) for a New York Times In ter na tion al re -
port, is typ i cal of the “new” In do ne sian waria:

For two years, Merlyn Sopjan lived with her boy friend.
Us ing his name, she be came Mrs. Nanang. She was
known in the neigh bor hood as his wife, and tucked his
pho to into her wal let. She was ad mired for her fem i nine
looks: with liq ui d eyes and pan cake makeup, she has the
al lure of a model. . . . The women on the block knew, she
said, that un der her de mure clothes and de spite her “wig -
gling” walk, she was phys i cally a man. “I lived in his
house and I was part of the com mu nity,” she said, show ing 
off a snap shot of her self with Mr. Nanang as they posed as
a cou ple in ca sual clothes, her arm on his shoulder.

Now Merlyn and oth ers like her are try ing to cre ate
roles for them selves be yond their long tol er ated po si tions
as tele vi sion stars, en ter tain ers and beau ti cians, mov ing
even into the po lit i cal arena. Last month Merlyn tried to
reg is ter as a can di date for mayor in Malang, the town in
East Java near here where she is now fin ish ing her civ i l
en gi neer ing the sis at the uni ver sity. Her ap pli ca tion was
de nied by city of fi cials on the ground that she missed the
fil ing dead line by five min utes. It was not an ex plicit re -
jec tion on the ba sis of gen der, though Merlyn sus pects
that had some thing to do with it. The re jec tion re ceived
sym pa thetic press cov er age, with re port ers ask ing why a
“waria” should not have the same rights as any one else. “I
want waria to have a role in government,” Merlyn said.
“That’s my mission.”

(See the com ments on hijra and their re cent at tempts to
run for gov ern ment of fice in In dia in Sec tion 7, Gen der Di -
ver sity and Transgender Is sues, in the chap ter on India.)
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Japan
5. Interpersonal Heterosexual Behaviors
New Dating Behavior ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR

[Up date 2003: In the de cades be tween the end of World
War II and 1990, Ja pan moved from de feat to be come a ma -
jor in dus tri al ized na tion. So cial his to ri ans have only be gun
to iden tify, ex am ine, and an a lyze the var i ous po lit i cal, eco -
nomic, and cul tural in ter ac tions that opened the Jap a nese
peo ple to out side in flu ences in those years. Dur ing the years 
of pros per ity, new gen er a tions of Jap a nese boys and girls
grew up in a world of high ex pec ta tions they would make it
through the com pe ti tion of higher ed u ca tion, find a re li able, 
life long job, marry a suit able part ner in a mar riage ar ranged
by their par ents, and be gin their own fam ily. In this world,
the tra di tional rit u als of court ship were still func tional and
supportive of the transition from child to young adult.

Pros per ity al lowed many of Ja pan’s youth to va ca tion
abroad dur ing school breaks where they en coun tered Ca na -
dian, Amer i can, Aus tra lian, and other West ern youth with
very dif fer ent court ship pat terns. Al though this un doubt -
edly meant some changes in gen der roles, court ship, dat ing, 
and fam ily, be fore the “eco nomic bub ble” col lapsed in the
1990s, most uni ver sity and high school grad u ates got jobs
in a highly struc tured world that set their path through
court ship and dat ing to mar riage. In the 1990s, jobs for
youth dried up and what re mained were tem po rary jobs on
the fringes of a de pressed econ omy. In the pro cess, with
more free time and de creas ing pa ren tal su per vi sion, the
youn ger gen er a tion be gan form ing their own so cial groups,
which, like their jobs, be came part-time, low-stress, and
tem po rary. Tra di tional ex pec ta tions of fi nan cial se cu rity,
in de pend ence, and mar riage re main, but they are on hold. In 
the process, dating behavior has changed significantly.

Or so two sur veys sug gest (Webb 2002).
The first study, con ducted by so cial sci en tists at the Uni -

ver sity of Cal i for nia, San Fran cisco, and Hi ro shima Uni -
ver sity Med i cal School, sur veyed 602 teens, ages 15 to 19,
in the Shibuya sec tion of To kyo. A sim i lar sur vey in volved
16-year-olds in two ru ral pre fec tures. These sur veys sug -
gest that the tra di tional fam ily-chap er oned court ship has
given way to youth-con trolled, part-time, low-stress, no-
com mit ment, tem po rary re la tion ships. “To many young
Jap a nese peo ple, every thing about sex is ca sual,” Masako
Ono-Kihara, a pub li c-health ex pert at Hi ro shima Uni ver -
sity School of Med i cine, ob served. “Girls now share their
boy friends like they’d share chips. Everyone’s hand is in
the bag.”

In a pat tern rem i nis cent of Amer i can sex ual re la tions af -
ter the ad vent of the con tra cep tive pill and be fore AIDS,
43% of the boys and girls in the To kyo sur vey said they
keep five or more sekusutomo or “sex friends” at a time. In
the ru ral sur vey, 20% of boys and 18% of girls said
they have at least five “sex friends” in a “cir cle of
friends” who keep in touch by mo bile phone. It is not 
un usual, ac cord ing to the sur vey find ings, to be a
mem ber of sev eral so cial cir cles of friends, and to
en gage in sex with two or more in each cir cle. (See
the up date on “buddy sex” in Sec tion 5B, In ter per -
son al Hetero sex u al Be hav iors, Ad o les cent Sexual -
ity, in the United States chapter).

Al though the young Jap a nese as sume their seku -
sutomo re la tions are very low risk be cause Ja pan has 
a very low rate of HIV in fec tion and they are not
hav ing sex with pros ti tutes or for eign ers, new stud -
ies show a sig nif i cant rise in the in ci dence of STD
in fec tions among young Jap a nese. Ac cord ing to the
Min is try of Health, STDs rose by 21% among Jap a -

nese men un der 24, and by 14% for women in same age
group be tween 1998 and 2000 (the lat est fig ures avail able).
Con doms are sel dom used by “sex friends”—con dom sales
have dropped 25% in the past de cade. The abor tion rate
nearly dou bled be tween 1999 and 2002 to 13 per 1,000. But
that hardly com pares with the American rate of 51 per
1,000.

To cope with these new health is sues, the Min is try of
Ed u ca tion has out lined a broad sex-ed u ca tion cur ric u lum
for high schools. How ever, since the pro gram is op tional
and many school ad min is tra tors are afraid of of fend ing par -
ents when an swer ing ques tions about why this new pro -
gram is needed, ef forts to deal with the new dat ing pat terns
so far have not been effective.
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1. Basic Sexological Premises
Gender Inequality in the Workplace

ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR
[Up date 2003: Ja pan has been strug gling since 1990 to

pull it self out of a very pain ful and per sist ent eco nomic
slump that has had a neg a tive im pact on so ci ety in many
ways, in clud ing court ship and pre mar i tal sex (see en try on
New Dat ing Be hav ior, above). Many ex perts have con -
cluded that ex pand ing the role and sta tus of women in the
pro fes sional workforce could pro vide a far big ger stim u lus
to re cov ery than any scheme tried so far, in clud ing huge
pub li c-works pro jects to bailouts of failing companies.

In 2003, the World Eco nomic Fo rum ranked Ja pan 69th
among the 75 mem ber na tions in em pow er ing its women.
While 40% of Jap a nese women work out side the home,
they hold only about 9% of man a ge rial po si tions, com pared 
with about 45% in the United States (see Ta ble 1). At the
same time, women’s wages are about 65% of those of their
male coun ter parts, one of the larg est gaps in the in dus trial
world. Ac cord ing to many la bor econ o mists, Ja pan is ef fec -
tively fight ing with one hand tied be hind its back when it
shunts women off the cor po rate lad der. “Ja pan has gone as
far as it can go with a so cial model that con sists of men fill -
ing all of the eco nomic, man age ment and po lit i cal roles,”
Eiko Shinotsuka, the first woman to serv e on the board of
the Bank of Ja pan, told The New York Times, “We’ve never
had such a long eco nomic cri sis as this one, though, and
peo ple are be gin ning to rec og nize that the place of women
in our society is an important factor.”

Jap a nese cor po ra tions fol low a strict pro to col that hires
men al most ex clu sively for ca reer po si tions open to ad -
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Table 1

A Comparison of Japanese, European, and
American Professional Women

All
Workers

Managerial 
Workers

Civil Service Workers
National

Parliament
& CongressGeneral Managerial

Japan  41.0%   8.9%  20.2%   1.4%   7.3%

U.S.A.  46.6%  46.0%  49.3%  23.1%  14.3%

Sweden  48.0%  30.5%  43.0%  51.0%  45.3%

Britain  44.9%  30.0%  49.1%  17.2%  17.9%

Germany  44.0%  26.9%  39.0%   9.5%  32.2%
Source: Cabinet Office of Japan; International Labor Organization; Inter-
Parliamentary Union.



vance ment, while short-term work, cler i cal jobs, and serv -
ing tea are re served for the “Of fice La dies,” O.L.s. In July of 
2003, the Min is try of Econ omy pointed out that the profit
mar gin in com pa nies where women make up 40% to 50% of 
the staff were dou ble the profit mar gin of com pa nies where
women account for 10% or less.

There is grow ing con cern in some cir cles about the per -
sist ent fail ure of em ploy ers to pro vide flex time for work -
ing moth ers, day care cen ters, and preg nancy leaves, and
pro vide women em ploy ees with the op por tu nity to ad vance 
their pro fes sional ca reers. Ja pan has prac ti cally no fa cil i -
ties for nurs ery schools and day care. The Min is try of Ed u -
ca tion, for ex am ple, pro vides one pub li c nurs ery school
with a ca pac ity of 20 chil dren for the 38,000 gov ern ment
em ploy ees who work in Kasumigaseki, cen tral To kyo’s ad -
min is tra tive dis trict. One good point is that this nurs ery
school stays open un til 10 p.m. Along with the per sist ent
eco nomic slump, ex perts are wor ried by the pro jec tions of
a pop u la tion de cline that could pro duce huge la bor short -
ages in the next half-century and possibly even economic
collapse.

Still, the gov ern ment re sists putt ing any pres sure of cor -
po ra tions to ex pand women’s place in the econ omy. A gov -
ern ment ad vi sory panel has rec om mended that the pub li c
and pri vate sec tors aim to have at least 30% of man a ge rial
po si tions filled by women by 2020. There is even talk of the
gov ern ment adopt ing an af firm ative ac tion pol icy. At the
same time, sup port ers of women’s rights have been told by a 
for mer Prime Min is ter that the main rea son for Ja pan’s fall -
ing birth rate is the over-ed u ca tion of its women. Mean -
while, a top aide for the Prime Min is ter was re cently quoted
as say ing that of ten women who are raped de serve it, while
a leg is la tor from the gov ern ing party said, ap prov ingly, that
the men who carried out such acts are virile and “good
specimens.”

Sum ming up the prob lem, one suc cess ful woman man -
ager told The New York Times, “Men are re ally in tim i dated
by pro fes sional women in Ja pan. But this is still a so ci ety
where even when it looks like a woman has some au thor ity,
the men usu ally man age to stay on top.”
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Morocco
1. Basic Sexological Premises

Character of Gender Roles ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR
[Up date 2003: In the gen der-seg re gated cul ture of Mo -

rocco and the Magribi (North Af ri can), re pro duc tion is still a 
very im por tant as pect of sex, more im por tant than erot i cism. 
In the Magribi value sys tem, women’s main so cial cap i tal is
their bod ies. A woman’s vir gin ity is all-im por tant—a de -
flow ered woman is a used, sec ond hand ob ject. This apart -
heid, the so cial seg re ga tion of males and fe males by the veil,
by ex clu sion from pub li c life, and se clu sion in the harim, ac -
cord ing to De Martino (1992, 25, 28), makes woman

a mys te ri ous, al most un at tain able, of ten ide al ized ob ject.
Si mul ta neously she is de sired and feared pre cisely be -
cause she is un known. Even where the sep a ra tion is less
rig or ous (at work, on the beach) rarely is hetero sex u al
“love made.” If at all, pet ting, mas tur ba tion, and sod omy
are prac ticed. The va gina is ex cluded as a holy, for bid den
part of the fe male body. Woman is the prime tar get of the
de sire (and fan ta sies) of the Mo roc can. The di vert ing to
the ass, just to re lease ten sions, is some thing dif fer ent
from “homo sex u ali ty” as un der stood in the West. . . . The

car di nal point of Is lamic sex u al ity is not the gen eral prac -
tice of sodomy, but the despising of women (De Martino
1992, 28).

On the other side, to day ev ery where in Mo rocco, per -
sonal pres tige and power are re vered. Men seem to be en -
trapped by an ex ces sive ad o ra tion of vi ril ity, iden ti fi ca tion
with the fa ther, hero wor ship, a cult of force and dom i na -
tion, con tempt of every thing weak, and dis tain and fear of
women (De Martino 1992, 25).

3. Knowledge and Education about Sexuality
Sexuality Education ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR

[Up date 2003: In the home, any men tion of sex u al ity or
in ti mate mat ters is ta boo, haram, holy, for bid den, pro -
tected. It would em bar rass both par ties. Be cause par ents
would not dis cuss sex ual mat ters with a son or daugh ter,
they are left to get their sex ed u ca tion from their peers. Sex -
u al ity then is seen as some thing not be long ing to the fam ily,
some thing “out side,” and there fore sus pect, shame ful, and
bad (Eppink 1992, 33).

4. Autoerotic Behaviors and Patterns
Masturbation ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR

[Up date 2003: Ac cord ing to Eppink,

Mas tur ba tion as a pos si bil ity for sex ual ful fill ment is
strongly re pu di ated and least val ued, be cause it lacks an
ob ject [to be pen e trated]. This has to do with the value at -
tached to in tro mis sion and ejaculation.

In the West ern mid dle-class frame of ref er ence, sex u -
al ity is highly re lated to erot i cism and love. This is by no
means the case in all cul tures and in all times. Vanggaard
de scribes types of ag gres sive sex u al ity in cul tures of pre-
Chris tian Eu rope: The sex ual act of the ac tive man is in -
tended to make the ob ject pas sive, to sub mit him [sic].
This seems to be true for North Af rica as well. Mas tur bat -
ing—not sub mit ting some other per son—is not manly;
there fore “kaffat/mas tur ba tor” is a term of abuse.

Nev er the less (fit ting the pat tern of group se cu rity)
boys of ten mas tur bate to gether, out side or in a room, or at
the mov ies where it is quite com mon. This is done touch -
ing each other, but it is not nor mal to look at each other’s
pe nis and to talk about it.

Mas tur ba tion is one of the most del i cate top ics to talk
about. Of ten it is claimed that it is not nec es sary, “be cause
there are so many other pos si bil i ties.” (Eppink 1992, 35)

5. Interpersonal Heterosexual Behaviors
Adolescent Sexual Behavior ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR

[Up date 2003: Boys un der age 9 de velop a pro tec tive
all-male peer group with whom they hang out. They walk
hand-in-hand, share jokes, com ple ment each other on their
manly looks, and ex change “friend ship let ters,” which some 
view as a kind of homo erotic same-sex love let ters. Be tween 
ages 9 and 17, a boy be comes a zamel, the re cip i ent of anal
sex with cous ins, teach ers, and neigh bors, ei ther out of ne -
ces sity be cause he is forced into it, by in tim i da tion, by se -
duc tion, or by the of fer of pres ents or money. At age 15 or
16, a zamel loses his ad mir ers or he starts re fus ing their ad -
vances. He be comes a “man,” mean ing that now he be comes 
the ac tive part ner in anal sex with youn ger boys and ac tively 
courts girls. Youths, who con tinue as re cip i ents of anal in ter -
course, are rid i culed as hassas. Some hassases be come
“swish ing fag gots,” “drag queens” who cre ate their own lit -
tle subculture, appearing as women: 

an im age of an im age, the im i ta tion of the im age the
Magribi has of a woman, dis tant, sep a rated, ide al ized, and 
de spised all at the same time. Fi nally, in their ma ture
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years, there is the great mass of men who like to fuck—
girls, hassases, mar ried women, boys, tour ists, and pros ti -
tutes alike. (De Martino 1992)

As they ma ture sex u ally, Mo roc can boys can mas tur -
bate, ac cept pas sive anal con tact with an other male, or try to 
have ac tive anal con tact with an other male, a fe male, or an
an i mal, or have hetero sex u al vag i nal in ter course. In these
op tions, the high est value is at tached to the last pos si bil ity
and the low est to the first pos si bil ity. But re gard less of the
sex ual ex pres sion, the em pha sis in sex ual con tacts is not on
friend ship or ro man tic love, but on pen e tra tion and ejacu la -
tion. Pen e tra tion is a man i fes ta tion of male power, so sex is
es sen tially pen e tra tion and quick ejacu la tion. This does not
mean that af fec tion is never felt; but ro man tic love does not
pre dom i nate in a sex ual re la tion ship, nor in mar riage. Kiss -
ing and oral-gen i tal con tact are not cus tom ary. Fore play
and pet ting—like mas tur ba tion—are viewed as in fe rior,
and such be hav ior is often labeled as “weak” or “strange”
(De Martino 1992, 28); Eppink 1992, 36-37).
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Nepal
5. Interpersonal Heterosexual Behaviors
New Courtship Rituals ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR

[Up date 2003: Un til re cently, young Nep a lese in a
small vil lage 100 mile s (160 km) south west of Katmandu
were guided as they en tered the adult world by cen tu ries-
old so cial cus toms and tra di tions. But that world has been
chang ing, ac cord ing to an thro pol o gist Laura M. Ahearn,
who has spent 15 years in a vil lage she calls Junigau. It is
still three-hours walk from Junigau to Tansen, the dis trict
cen ter, but elec tric ity reached into Junigau in 1996 and that
means tele vi sion and CD play ers will soon ar rive. The tra -
di tional ways of Junigau, like those of every other ru ral vil -
lage to day, are vul ner a ble to the influences of the world
outside.

In re cent years, every as pect of Junigau’s so cial fab ric
has been changed, even the deep est-rooted cus toms, from
kin ships and their role in every as pect of vil lage life to the
ba sic def i ni tions of love, court ship, and mar riage. Mod ern
mu sic and the pop u lar Hindi ro mance films shown at the
Tansen the ater send a mes sage about the im por tance of ed u -
ca tion, lit er acy, and mod ern life styles and val ues. Many
young Junigau women at tend col lege in Tansen. For young
men, a ca reer as a Gurkha sol dier with the Brit ish or In dian
ar mies is much more at trac tive than the hard la bor of a sub -
sis tence farmer, the tra di tional eco nomic base of Junigau.
As a Gurkha sol dier, a young man trades long tours of duty
away from home for financial independence from his elders.

For cen tu ries, Nep a lese have viewed mar riage as a join -
ing of two fam i lies, with the se lec tion of who mar ried
whom de cided by the el ders largely on the ba sis of com pli -
cated kin ship and caste re la tion ships. Mar riages be tween
cer tain types of cous ins, for ex am ple, are highly de sir able,
while mar riage to “the wrong type of cousin,” is def i nitely
ta boo and frowned upon. Be com ing es poused to some one
from a caste be low the Magars, who make up bulk of
Junigau’s residents, is out of the question.

In tra di tional Junigau ar ranged mar riages, hus band and
wife some times speak for the first time on their wed ding

day. It is not un com mon, in Ahearn’s ob ser va tions, for a
bride to wail plain tively through out the mar riage cer e mony, 
and for the stunned groom to per form his part of the rit u als,
in clud ing the sym bolic rit ual de flow er ing, with grim resig -
nation.

Af ter the mar riage, the bride moves in with her hus -
band’s fam ily and her sta tus as the new est daugh ter-in-law
in the kin ship hits rock bot tom. The heavi est la bor, the hard -
est chores are her lot, along with the cus tom of wash ing her
hus band’s feet every morn ing and then drink ing the wash
wa ter. (Some women, in flu enced by the world out side the
val ley, no lon ger wash their husband’s feet.)

Be tween 1963 and 1983, 73% of all first mar riages in
Junigau were ar ranged, with elope ments ac count ing for
only 15%. Ten years later, in 1993, 35% of all first mar -
riages were elope ments and ar ranged mar riages dropped to
54%. Since 1993, 9 out of 10 mar riages have been elope -
ments. Ac cord ing to Ahearn, elope ments are show ing a
sim i lar in crease in other Nep a lese villages.

Since dat ing is still ta boo and meet ings be tween young
men and women are frowned on, the young peo ple man age
their se lec tion and court ship with florid, ex u ber ant, ex -
tremely ro man tic love let ters. But be fore the cou ple makes
any con tact, both are likely to check one an other out, with
fur tive in qui ries among ac quain tances, or ten ta tive feeler
letters.

Ne pal be ing a very pa tri ar chal cul ture, it is the young
man who be gins the cor re spon dence. But first he must re -
cruit a re spon si ble mes sen ger—of ten a youn ger sib ling or
young rel a tive who is sworn to se crecy, to de liver his dec la -
ra tions of un dy ing love to the woman he has chosen.

The love let ters, in Eng lish or Hindi, of ten ref er to well-
known fig ures, de signed to im press the re cip i ent. “Love is
the sort of thing that any one can feel—even a great man of
the world like Hit ler loved Eva, they say.” Or, “And Na po -
leon, who with brav ery con quered the ‘world,’ united it, and 
took it for ward, was as tounded when he saw one par tic u lar
widow.” These let ters em ploy a very Nep a lese, non-West -
ern no tion of ro mance and love. As Ahearn ex plains, in the
Nep a lese cul ture, love is very se ri ous from the start and in -
ex tri ca bly en twined with eco nomic de vel op ment, prog ress, 
and ap pear ing ed u cated and modern. Love equals “life
success.”

For a young woman, the path of ro mance is con sid er ably 
more tricky than for her suitor. An swer ing a suitor’s let ter
all but com mits her to mar ry ing him, even though she may
only slightly know him or does n’t know him at all. If the
court ship let ters be come pub li c knowl edge and she does not 
marry her cor re spon dent, she will be dis graced, her court -
ship life over.

Both men and women put great ef fort into the craft ing of
these let ters. “It’s a dis tinc tive genre,” said Ahearn, “very
dif fer ent from spo ken Nepali and from writ ten Nepali.”
How-to books are avail able in Tansen and Katmandu, but
more of ten, the cor re spon dents share tips on what to say and 
not say with friends.

If the cor re spon dence goes well, a wed ding plan is
agreed upon. The cou ple elopes, and when they re turn, a
Brah man priest per forms a brief cer e mony at the house of
the groom’s fam ily if his par ents agree. If the mar riage goes
against caste or kin ship ta boos, the bride’s par ents may re -
fuse to ac cept the cou ple. More of ten, the bride’s par ents
come to ac cept the un ion, in vit ing her back to their house
for a feast, and al low ing her to “visit when she wishes.”

Few older vil lag ers are happy with their chil dren choos -
ing a spouse out of love. Like Tevye in The Fid dler on the
Roof be moan ing his daugh ter’s choice of a young rev o lu -
tion ary she loves over the wealthy butcher in his 60s that
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Tevye chose for her, many Junigau par ents yearn for the old
days when they had more con trol of their chil dren. The free -
dom to choose one’s own mate up sets the cen tu ries-old sta -
ble hi er ar chies that once de ter mined who re paired the roof
and who co mes to fam ily cel e bra tions. Change who con -
trols the choice of mate, change how males and fe males re -
late, and every thing in the society is affected.
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Nigeria
8. Significant Unconventional Sexual Behaviors
Update on Sexual Rights and Sharia 
Death Penalties ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR

[Up date 2003: Ad den dum to Sec tion 8D, Fe male Gen i -
tal Mu ti la tion and Other Harm ful Prac tices: On Au gust 27,
2003, an As so ci ated Press re lease de scribed the tear ful ap -
pear ance of 32-year-old Amina Lawal in a north ern Ni ge -
rian Is lamic ap peals court to plead for her life. Di vorced in
1999, Ms. Lawal was con victed in March 2002 of hav ing
sex out side mar riage, two years af ter her di vorce. The
Sharia judges or dered that Ms. Lawal be bur ied up to her
neck in sand and stoned. How ever, ex e cu tion was de layed
dur ing her ap peals and to al low her daugh ter, to be weaned.
One of Ms. Lawal’s law yer con tended that, un der some in -
ter pre ta tions of Sharia, ba bies can re main in ges ta tion in
their mother’s womb for up to five years, mak ing it pos si ble
un der Is lam that her for mer hus band could have fa thered
the child. The judges said they would announce their ruling
on her appeal September 25, 2003.
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Norway
1. Basic Sexological Premises
Gender Equality Affirmative Action

ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR
[Up date 2003: In mid 2003, de spite strong vo cal op po si -

tion from the na tion’s busi ness com mu nity and or ga ni za -
tions, Nor way’s Par lia ment is ex pected to pass leg is la tion
soon that will force an es ti mated 600 of the na tion’s larg est
busi nesses to in crease the num ber of women on their cor po -
rate boards from the cur rent 8.4% to 40% by July 2005, with 
pen al ties ap plied in 2007. Most cor po rate boards av er age
six mem bers who are among the na tion’s re cently wealthy,
and fre quently hold a seat on a dozen or more cor po rate
boards. Nor way passed an Equal Sta tus Act in 1979 re quir -
ing that 40% of the boards of lo cal and state gov ern ments be 
women. In 1981, Nor way had its first woman prime min is -
ter. By 1986, women held 44% of the Cab i net posts, a
presence that has remained steady for 17 years.

Swe den is pre par ing to fol low Nor way’s ex am ple with
the threat of le gal ac tion if the boards of pub licly listed com -
pa nies do not in crease the num ber of women on their boards 
from the pres ent 8% to 25% by 2004. By con trast, in 2001,
women held 12.4% of all board seats in For tune 1,000
companies.
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Philippines
10. Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

and HIV/AIDS

An HIV/AIDS Paradox ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR
[Up date 2003: Pre vail ing pub li c-health wis dom says that 

very low con dom use should re sult in a high in ci dence of
HIV in fec tions and AIDS. In a par a dox no one has yet ex -
plained, the Phil ip pines has both a very low rate of con dom
use and, si mul ta neously, a very low rate of HIV in fec tion. On 
the other hand, world wide, en cour ag ing reg u lar con dom use
is an im por tant el e ment in HIV/AIDS-prevention efforts.

The re al ity is that, in 2003, only about 10,000 Fil i pi nos
were be lieved to be HIV-pos i tive in a to tal pop u la tion of
84.5 mil lion. No one sug gests underreporting as an ex pla -
na tion for this paradox.

Fac tors that one would ex pect to pro duce high rates of
HIV and AIDS:

• More than half all Fil i pi nos are of re pro duc tive age and
sex u ally ac tive.

• The cul ture places a strong em pha sis on large fam i lies.
• Only 23% of sex u ally ac tive young men say they have

ever used a con dom.
• Only 4% say they use con doms reg u larly.
• Very po rous bor ders al low un con trolled im mi gra tion.
• A very con ser va tive and po lit i cally pow er ful Cath o lic

Church makes rec om mend ing or even men tion ing con -
doms highly ill-advised.

• Only two out of five sex work ers say they use con doms
reg u larly. Most can not af ford con doms, or the an ti vi ral
drugs when they are in fected.

• Eight-and-a-half mil lion Fil i pi nos who work over seas
are po ten tial car ri ers of dis ease when ever they visit
home.

• The gov ern ment has no AIDS-aware ness pro gram.
• The gov ern ment re stricts the cam paigns of in de pend ent

fam ily-plan ning groups and NGOs, lim it ing their pro -
mo tion of con dom use.

The fac tors might off set the above high-risk fac tors, but
ex perts are skep ti cal that the risk-re duc ing fac tors be low,
alone or in com bi na tion, might ex plain the low rate of HIV
and AIDS. Which leads many ex perts to sug gest that the
low rate of HIV/AIDS is just a lucky-chance com bi na tion
of the fac tors be low, and that a real ep i demic ex plo sion
might occur any time.

• A low ra tio of cus tom ers to sex work ers. The av er age
Filipina com mer cial sex worker av er ages about four
cus tom ers per week, sig nif i cantly fewer cli ents than
their coun ter parts in other coun tries, ac cord ing to a 2003 
government survey.

• Other stud ies sug gest that a rel a tively low pro por tion of
men fre quent sex work ers.

• The small num ber of in tra ve nous drug us ers.
• Low rates of ul cer ated sex u ally trans mit ted dis eases,

syph i lis and her pes in par tic u lar. Breaks in the skin sur -
face fa cil i tate HIV infection.

• Most men here are cir cum cised—some spec u late this
could be a fac tor in pre vent ing or re duc ing in fec tion that
would then re duce the risk of HIV.

• Anal sex ap pears to be less com mon than in other coun -
tries.

In Jan u ary of 2003, gov ern ment fig ures showed that just
1,810 peo ple had tested pos i tive for HIV. The United Na -
tions of fice on AIDS es ti mates that the ac tual num ber may
be closer to 9,400, still an ex traor di narily low rate of about
0.01%. In Viet nam, which has a pop u la tion the same size as

Last-Minute Developments: Nepal, Nigeria, Norway, and Philippines 1369



the Phil ip pines, and where the HIV ep i demic is still thought
to be in its early stages, 130,000 peo ple are al ready HIV-in -
fected, com pared with 9,400 Fil i pi nos with HIV/AIDS.
 Costa Rica has about the same num ber of peo ple with HIV
and AIDS as does the Phil ip pines, but Co sta Rica has only
3.8 mil lion peo ple, not 84.5 million people (Mydans 2003).
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Russia
9. Contraception, Abortion, and 

Population Planning
New Abortion Laws ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR

[Up date 2003: On Au gust 11, 2003, Rus sia in creased its
re stric tions on abor tion for the first time since 1936 when
the So viet Un ion lifted a ban on abor tion im posed by Sta lin.
Abor tion is still le gal and with no lim its in the first 12 weeks 
of preg nancy; but the new re stric tions ap pear to re flect the
first stirrings of a wider de bate over the mo ral ity of abor -
tion, the ef fect re peated abor tions are hav ing on women’s
health, and on the de mo graphic future of Russia.

With con tra cep tives of any kind un af ford able and more
fre quently sim ply un avail able un der the Com mu nists, abor -
tion was the com mon and widely ac cepted means of birth
con trol, giv ing Rus sia one of the high est abor tion rates in
the world. With the col lapse of the So viet Un ion came in -
creased avail abil ity of con tra cep tives and a sub stan tial de -
cline in abor tions, from a high of 4.6 mil lion in 1988 to 1.7
mil lion in 2002. Ap par ently, con ser va tive law mak ers are
hop ing to re duce the num ber of abor tions fur ther with gov -
ern ment-im posed re stric tions on what has ef fec tively been
free and vir tu ally un lim ited ac cess to abor tion. (See Igor
Kohn’s com ments on the al li ance of Com mu nist pol i ti cians
and hi er ar chy of the Rus sian Or tho dox Church and their
cru sade against sex ual ed u ca tion and por nog ra phy, in Sec -
tion 3A, Knowl edge and Ed u ca tion about Sex u al ity, and
Sec tion 8C, Sig nif i cant Unconventional Sexual Behaviors,
Pornography and Erotica, in the chapter on Russia.)

Be fore the new re stric tions, ef fec tive Au gust 11, women 
could re ceive an abor tion be tween the 12th and 22nd weeks
of their preg nan cies by cit ing one of 13 spe cial cir cum -
stances, called “so cial in di ca tors,” in clud ing di vorce, pov -
erty, un em ploy ment, or poor hous ing. The gov ern ment’s
de ci sion has re duced the num ber to four: rape, im pris on -
ment, the death or se vere dis abil ity of the hus band, or a
court rul ing strip ping a woman of her pa ren tal rights. Be ing
a sin gle mother or a ref u gee is no lon ger rea son enough to
abort a pregnancy after the 12th week.

Un der the new law, preg nan cies can still be aborted af ter 
12 weeks on med i cal grounds, in clud ing se vere dis abil i ties
of the fe tus or a threat to the mother’s life. Al though the
pub lic’s re ac tion to the new lim i ta tions was “strik ingly sub -
dued,” some law mak ers and lead ers of the Rus sian Or tho -
dox Church wel comed the change and vowed to con tinue
fight ing for greater re stric tions through new leg is la tion.
That threat is caus ing grow ing con cern among some doc -
tors and in the Rus sia Fam ily Plan ning As so ci a tion that a
woman’s right to an abortion could soon be curtailed.

Aleksandr C. Chuyev, a mem ber of the lower house of
Par lia ment, who in tro duced leg is la tion ear lier in 2003 to ban
all abor tions af ter the 12th week and then took part in ne go ti -
a tions with the Min is try of Health to draft the new re stric -
tions, an nounced that the new law was “a first step.” Churyev 
wel comed the re stric tions, char ac ter iz ing them as a com pro -
mise. He an nounced plans to spon sor a new bill later in 2003
that would give a hu man fe tus the same rights as a child.

The na scent antiabortion de bate is in flu enced by the re -
sur gence of re li gion and the grow ing in flu ence of the Rus -
sian Or tho dox Church af ter 70 years of of fi cial athe ism un -
der So viet rule. Rus sia’s de mo graphic cri sis is also a fac tor,
as pol i ti cians look for ways to re verse the de clin ing pop u la -
tion trend. Rus sia has a to tal fer til ity rate of 1.3 chil dren per
fer tile woman, and a neg a tive 0.33% pop u la tion growth
rate. Al though the abor tion rate has de clined sig nif i cantly
in the past 15 years, there are still nearly 13 abor tions for
every 10 live births in Rus sia. Few ap pear ready to call for
an out right ban on abor tions, even within the church, but the 
voices against abortion are growing.

Anatoly A. Korsunsky, the Health Min is try’s chief of
ma ter nity and child hood health, said in an in ter view that the 
new re stric tions had been care fully weighed, tak ing into ac -
count the risks re peated abor tions carry for a woman’s
health. Abor tions in the later stages of preg nancy and re -
peated abor tions, which are com mon in Rus sia, pose the
great est risks to fer til ity and health gen er ally. In 2002,
40,000 of Rus sia’s 1.7 mil lion abor tions were car ried out
un der one of the 13 in di ca tors al low ing mid- and late-term
abor tions. Korsunsky claimed that lim it ing the cir cum -
stances un der which these late abor tions would be al lowed
was not in tended to force women to con tinue with un -
wanted preg nan cies, but rather to en cour age them to avoid
abor tions in the first place through traditional family plan -
ning and birth control.

The list of 13 so cial in di ca tors had been in place since
they were adopted in 1987. Op po nents of re duc ing the in di -
ca tors from 13 to 4 op posed the new lim its as un nec es sary to 
re duce the num ber of abor tions, given the steady de cline
that has already occurred.
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Sweden
8. Significant Unconventional Sexual Behaviors
Prostitution JAN TROST and ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR

[Up date 2003: Prior to Jan u ary 1, 1999, pros ti tu tion was 
tol er ated in Swe den. Prev a lent in Stock holm, Gothenburg,
and Malmo, pimp ing was il le gal, but sel dom re ported, and
very sel dom was any one sen tenced to prison for pimp ing.
At the same time, the po lice sel dom if ever took ac tion
against pros ti tutes or their customers.

De spite this re al ity, the Swed ish gov ern ment had long
given pri or ity to com bat ing pros ti tu tion and hu man traf -
fick ing for sex ual pur poses. In creas ingly, pros ti tu tion has
been viewed as a form of male vi o lence against women and
chil dren, a sig nif i cant so cial prob lem, and a ma jor ob sta cle
to gen der equal ity, so long as men could buy, sell, and ex -
ploit women and children by prostituting them.

Since Jan u ary 1, 1999, when the Act Pro hib it ing the Pur -
chase of Sex ual Ser vices be came ef fec tive, Swe den has de -
fined pros ti tu tion as a gross vi o la tion of a woman’s in teg rity. 
Pur chas ing or at tempt ing to pur chase sex ual ser vices is of fi -
cially a crim i nal of fense pun ish able by fines or up to six
months im pris on ment. Women and chil dren who are vic tims 
of pros ti tu tion and traf fick ing are con sid ered the weaker
party and the vic tims of ex ploi ta tion by the pro cur ers and
buy ers. Un der a new law, they do not run any le gal risk. “By
adopt ing these mea sures Swe den has given no tice to the
world that it re gards pros ti tu tion as a se ri ous form of op pres -
sion of women, and that ef forts must be made to com bat it”
(Min is try of In dus try, Em ploy ment and Com mu ni ca tion
2003). Un der the Act Pro hib it ing the Pur chase of Sex ual
Ser vices, adopted in 1998, a per son who ob tains ca sual sex -
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ual ser vices in ex change for pay ment shall be sen tenced—
un less oth er wise sub ject to more se vere pe nal code pun ish -
ment—to a fine and six months im pris on ment, whether the
ser vices are pur chased on the street, in brothels or massage
parlors, from escort services, or any similar circumstance.

In the four years since en force ment of the new Act be -
gan, there has been a dra matic drop in the num ber of women 
in street pros ti tu tion, ac cord ing to po lice and so cial ser -
vices. The num ber of men who buy sex ual ser vices and re -
cruit women into pros ti tu tion has also fallen. At the same
time, pub li c ap proval of this strict law has risen from 76% in 
1999 to 81% in 2002. Op po si tion to the law dropped from
15% to 14%.

Swe den’s cur rent Pe nal Code pro vides a max i mum pen -
alty of up to four years for any one con victed of pro mot ing
or en cour ag ing or im prop erly ex ploit ing for com mer cial
pur poses ca sual sex ual re la tions for payment.

Ac cord ing to the In ter na tion al Or ga ni za tion of Mi gra -
tion, at least half a mil lion women are sold an nu ally to lo cal
pros ti tu tion mar kets in Eu rope. Ac cord ing to the Na tional
Crim i nal In ves ti ga tion De part ment, be tween 200 and 500
women ar rive in Swe den every year as vic tims of traf fick -
ing. Most of them come from the Bal tic, for mer So viet Un -
ion, and East ern Eu ro pean coun tries, af ter being recruited
with bogus offers of work.

In the Cam paign Against Pros ti tu tion and Traf fick ing of
Women in Swe den, women brought into the coun try for ca -
sual sex ual pur poses are not sub ject to be ing re turned to their 
home land. They are pro vided with tem po rary res i dence per -
mits and lodg ing while they tes tify in court pro ceed ings
against their ac cused pro cur ers and ex ploit ers. In some
cases, they are granted per ma nent res i dence in Swe den un -
der the terms of the Aliens Act on humanitarian grounds.

Swe den’s na tional cam paign is

fo cused on dif fer ent mea sures di rected to wards buy ers
and po ten tial buy ers of pros ti tuted women and chil dren,
mostly girls in Swe den, as well as to wards those men who
travel to other coun tries for the spe cific pur pose of buy ing
and ex ploit ing pros ti tuted women and chil dren. The cam -
paign [has] also high lighted, with the long-term ob jec tive
to ame lio rate, the cir cum stances and con di tions that those
women and chil dren who are, or who have been, vic tims
of pros ti tu tion and traf fick ing live under (Ministry of
Industry 2003).
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Turkey
6. Homoerotic, Homosexual, and 

Bisexual Behaviors
Same-Sex Behavior

MEHMET ENIS ODMEN and ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR
[Up date 2003: One of the most sen si tive and con tro ver -

sial is sues in intercultural dis cus sions arises when one dis -
cus sant is part of the West ern Judeo-Chris tian cul tures and
the other per son is non-West ern—Af ri can, Asian, and Is -
lamic/Mid dle East ern—and when the topic is the sex ual ac -
tiv ity be tween per sons of the same sex. The ques tion is not
just one of ter mi nol ogy and la bel ing ei ther the be hav ior or
the per son, be cause it does of ten in volve quite dif fer ent
views of what same-sex be hav ior con notes when as so ci ated 
with self- or other-iden ti fi ca tion. Does a male hav ing sex
with an other male mean that per son is what West ern peo ple

com monly term a “homo sex u al,” a per son who self-iden ti -
fies and is iden ti fied by oth ers as hav ing a “homo sex u al
iden tity?” Does this equa tion make this male some how
es sen tially different from a person who identifies himself as 
being “a heterosexual.”

As we wrote in The Com plete Dic tio nary of Sexol o gy
(Francoeur 1995):

Be fore the mid-19th cen tury, the term “homo sex u al” did
not ex ist. It was coined in 1869 by a Hun gar ian phy si cian,
Karoly Maria Benkert, writ ing un der the pseud onym
Kertbeny. Kertbeny’s in ten tion was to cre ate a value-neu -
tral ex pres sion to re place value-laden words like “peder -
as ter,” “sod om ite,” “bug ger,” “catamite,” and “gany -
mede.” Sim i lar in ten tions un der lay the use of “urning” by
Ulrichs in 1862 and “in ver sion” pop u lar ized by Havelock
Ellis in the early 20th cen tury, al though used ear lier.
These la bels had the ad van tage of openly dis avow ing the
pe jo ra tive mean ings of terms like “sod om ite” but none of
these terms are suc cess ful in ex press ing the rainbow com -
plexities of self-identity.

One prob lem is that homo sex u al can be an ad jec tive or a
noun. As an ad jec tive in the sen tence “Mu tual penile mas -
tur ba tion by two men is a homo sex u al act,” the word homo -
sex u al in di cates the ba sic con cept of sex ual ac tiv ity be -
tween peo ple of the same sex. But it leaves un clear what
acts are and are not to be called homo sex u al. If a man kisses
an other man when greet ing him in a gay bar, is that a
“homo sex u al kiss”? The us age here var ies im mensely and
many would say “Yes” or “No” de pend ing on whether or
not the men self-identified themselves as “gay.”

Use of the word “homo sex u al” as a noun re fer ring to a
per son who en gages in a cer tain act or ex pe ri ences a cer -
tain emo tional state of sex ual at trac tion or limerence (qv)
with a per son of the same gen der. Few con cepts are as dif -
fi cult to de fine, or to de fend once de fined, as the as ser tion
that some one “is” a homo sex u al. If, at age 15, a woman
en gaged in erotic ca resses with an other woman, “is” she a
homo sex u al? A ques tion such as this poses three cru cial
prob lems in de fin ing homo sex u ali ty and, by ex ten sion,
hetero sex u ali ty as well. (1) La bel ling some one “a homo -
sex u al” in his or her en tirety be cause of a pos si bly small
por tion of their over all life and ex ist ence is us ing a part to
de fine the whole. (2) It is an ar bi trary term that is not sub -
ject to de fen si ble def i ni tion: how many homo sex u al acts
con sti tute a per son “a homo sex u al.” (3) It also rep re sents
a dan ger ous philo soph i cal essentialism to speak of a per -
son as “be ing” a homo sex u al or hetero sex u al be cause in
so do ing we im pute to that per son’s es sen tial na ture a cer -
tain qual ity or characteristic when it is still questionable
what human nature really is. (Francoeur 1995, 281)

All of which is an es sen tial pre lude to our dis cus sion of
some par tic i pant-ob server com ments about sex ual be hav -
ior of fered by three West ern males who iden tify as homo -
sex u al or gay with per sonal ex pe ri ences with same-sex be -
hav ior in Tur key. The com ments that fol low are from brief
chap ters by Janssen, Necef, and Sofer in Sex u al ity and Erot -
i cism among Males in Mos lem So ci et ies, ed ited by Arno
Schmitt and Jehoeda Sofer (1992). This dis cus sion is par tic -
u larly rel e vant in light of sim i lar ob ser va tions of same-sex
be hav iors in Sec tion 6, Homo erotic, Homo sex u al, and Bi -
sex ual Be hav iors, in the chap ter on Iran and Herb Samuels’
brief re port on “Down Low Af ri can-Amer i cans” in Sec tion
6B, Homo erotic, Homo sex u al, and Bi sex ual Be hav iors,
Adults, Health Is sues, in the United States chap ter. In the
sim plest terms, African-American men on the “Down Low” 
who sleep with men are “heterosexual.”
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In the ru ral ar eas of Tur key, Mo rocco, Egypt, Iran, Tur -
key, and other cul tures where pa tri ar chal tribal so ci et ies
pre vail, there is lit tle room for the de vel op ment of per sonal
in di vid u al ity. Al most every thing is pre de ter mined in the ru -
ral so ci ety. In ru ral cul tures, one thinks of one’s self and oth -
ers think of that per son in re la tion to other peo ple and
groups, not in terms of a per son’s sex ual be hav ior. He is the
son of a fa ther and a mother. In Tur key, he ad dresses his fa -
ther and mother as baba and anne (or ana) all his life. It
would be in con ceiv able for a Turk to call his (or her) par ents 
by their given names. Turks are also ex pected to add the
words abi or abla to the names of their older broth ers and
sis ters to show re spect. Par ents sel dom leave room for ini -
tia tive. A par ent ask ing a child which ice cream it wants is
very ex cep tional. To put it bluntly: A Turk ish boy grows up
un der the wings of his el der fam ily mem bers, mar ries the
woman rec om mended by them, works in dus tri ously for his
fam ily, fights fa nat i cally for his cause, and dies bravely for
his country and flag (Janssen 1992; Necef 1992; Sofer).

But, in the bus tling met ro pol i tan ur ban life of Is tan bul’s
8.5 mil lion peo ple, sur rounded by the 7 mil lion in hab it ants
of Cairo or Teh ran, or even the 3 mil lion peo ple in Ca sa -
blanca or An kara, a “city man” can de velop a con cept of
self-iden tity or self-iden ti fied ego sim i lar to that found in
gay com mu ni ties in Eu rope and North Amer ica. In big cit -
ies, one can find a homo sex u al sub cul ture with dis co -
theques, bars, beaches, and so on. Com pared with the West,
or even with Greece, homo sex u al self-iden tity is still un der -
de vel oped. In spite of all this, the role and self-iden tity of
“homo sex u al” does ex ist in the big cit ies at least. For in di -
vid u als to de velop the role and iden tity of “a homo sex u al”
and for so ci ety to rec og nize this self-iden ti fi ca tion—to ac -
cept it in what ever man ner—re quires a cer tain so cial cli -
mate. The big cit ies with less rigid con trol by fam ily and
neigh bors—a cer tain an o nym ity—less per sonal de pend -
ence, more re li ance on im per sonal society (social security
instead of family or patron), and more privacy offer this
climate.

One typ i cal as pect of the Turk ish scene is the im por -
tance of role-play ing: some men act ing or dress ing up like
women and oth ers un der lin ing their mas cu lin ity. It is still
ibne and kulampara rather than “gays” and “straights.”
Trans ves tism plays a much larger so cial role in Tur key and
south ern Eu rope than in the north or the U.S.A. This seems
to be the re sult of re la tions be tween the sexes. Turk ish men
and women al most live in two dif fer ent worlds. The homo -
sex u als are just ap ing a dif fer ent side of the “normal” world.

The word homo sex u al en tered the Turk ish vo cab u lary
by trans la tions from Eu ro pean lan guages, first as homo -
seksüel. Dur ing the Turkification of the lan guage af ter the
foun da tion of the re pub lic in 1923, the word elcinþel (equal-
sex ual) was coined, but this did not fit the roles and iden ti -
ties in Tur key, and confusion arose.

The ex ist ing roles for sex ual re la tions be tween men
were ibne and kulampara. An ibne is an ef fem i nate man
who plays the pas sive or re cip i ent role in anal in ter course.
He does not marry, be cause he is thought to be im po tent. An
ibne can be a trans ves tite, earn ing his liv ing by danc ing,
sing ing, or pros ti tut ing him self. To be an ibne is the worst
thing a Turk ish man can be, for two rea sons. First, be cause
he ac cepts anal in ter course “like a woman” and sec ond be -
cause he moves and speaks in an unmanly manner.

Given these views, it may come as a sur prise that the
most pop u lar (male) sing ers in Tur key are trans ves tites
(ibneler). Turks ex plain their ad mi ra tion for these art ists by
point ing to their ar tis tic tal ent and to the fact that nearly all
art ists are crazy and strange. All these sing ers in ter pret
hetero sex u al love songs (though in some cases the sex of the 
loved one is un clear). They also even act in films play ing
the role of a straight lover.

The other role is played by the kulampara (“hav ing to do
with boys”). A kulampara is over age 16 and nearly al ways
mar ried. Like all Turk ish men, he is ex pected to marry af ter
mil i tary serv ice at the lat est. But be cause of the brideprice
still re quired in ru ral Tur key, some poor peas ants marry later.

In con trast to ibne, the kulampara does not con sti tute a
spe cial type of man, a “homo sex u al” or “gay man” in the
West ern sense. Any mar ried man “too full of lust” or sep a -
rated too long from his wife looks for pros ti tutes, mis -
tresses, an i mals (dogs and don keys), or an ibne. No body
would con sid er him self as “ab nor mal,” “per verse, ”sin ful,"
let alone “homo sex u al” for hav ing anal sex with an ibne.
Be hav ior does not dic tate self-iden tity. To have anal in ter -
course with an ibne is an en joy ment open to all men. Any
man could be se duced by an ibne.

Con ver sa tions with Turk ish men show that sex ual play
with other men plays a rather im por tant role in young men’s
sex life, es pe cially in ru ral ar eas. While still young, play ing
the pas sive (re cip i ent) role in anal sex ap par ently does not
dis turb them un duly. Af ter mar riage, most men are ex clu -
sively heterosexual.
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Critical Acclaim for
The Continuum Complete International Encyclopedia of Sexuality

1. The In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity, Vols. 1-3 (Francoeur, 1997)

The World As so ci a tion of Sexol o gy, an in ter na tion al so ci ety of lead ing schol ars and eighty pro fes sional or ga ni za tions
de voted to the study of hu man sex ual be hav ior, has en dorsed The In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity as an
im por tant and unique con tri bu tion to our un der stand ing and ap pre ci a tion of the rich va ri ety of hu man sex ual at ti tudes,
values, and behavior in cultures around the world.

Re cip i ent of the “1997 Ci ta tion of Ex cel lence for an out stand ing ref er ence in the field of sexol o gy,” awarded by the
Amer i can Foun da tion for Gen der and Gen i tal Med i cine and Sci ence at the Thir teenth World Con gress of Sexol o gy,
Valencia, Spain.

Rec om mended by Li brary Jour nal (Oc to ber 1, 1997) to pub li c and ac a demic li brar i ans look ing to up date their
col lec tions in the area of sex u al ity: “An ex traor di nary, highly valu able syn the sis of in for ma tion not avail able
else where. Here are in-depth re ports on sex-re lated prac tices and cul ture in 32 coun tries on six con ti nents, con trib uted
by 135 sexol o gists world wide. . . . For all academic and larger public collections.”

Picked by Choice (As so ci a tion of Col lege & Re search Li brar ies/Amer i can Li brary As so ci a tion) as Best Ref er ence
Work and Out stand ing Ac a demic Book for 1997: “Al though this en cy clo pe dia is meant as a means of un der stand ing
hu man sex u al ity, it can also be used as a lens with which to view hu man cul ture in many of its other man i fes ta tions.
. . . Con sid er ing cov er age, or ga ni za tion, and au thor ity, the com par a tively low price is also no ta ble. Rec om mended for
ref er ence col lec tions in universities, special collections, and public libraries.”

“Most im pres sive, pro vid ing a wealth of good, solid in for ma tion that may be used by a wide va ri ety of pro fes sion als
and stu dents seek ing in for ma tion on cross-cul tural pat terns of sex ual be hav ior . . . an in valu able, unique schol arly work 
that no li brary should be with out.”—Con tem po rary Psy chol ogy

“. . . en ables us to make transcultural com par i sons of sex ual at ti tudes and be hav iours in a way no other mod ern book
does. . . . Clin ics and train ing or ga ni za tions would do well to ac quire cop ies for their li brar ies. . . . In di vid ual ther a pists 
and re search ers who like to have their own col lec tion of key pub li ca tions should cer tainly con sid er it.”—Sex ual and
Mar i tal Ther apy (U.K.)

“. . . schol arly, straight for ward, and tightly-or ga nized for mat in for ma tion about sex ual be liefs and be hav iors as they are 
cur rently prac ticed in 32 coun tries around the world. . . . The list of con tri bu tors . . . is a vir tual who’s who of schol ars
in sex ual sci ence.”—Choice

“. . . one of the most am bi tious cross-cul tural sex sur veys ever un der taken. Some 135 sexol o gists world wide de scribe
sex-re lated prac tices and cul tures in 32 dif fer ent coun tries. . . . Best Ref er ence Sources of 1997.”—Li brary Jour nal

“What sep a rates this en cy clo pe dia from past in ter na tion al sex u al ity books is its dis tinct dis sim i lar ity to a ‘guide book to 
the sex ual hotspots of the world.’ . . . An im pres sive and im por tant con tri bu tion to our un der stand ing of sex u al ity in a
global so ci ety. . . . fills a big gap in peo ple’s knowl edge about sex ual at ti tudes and be hav iors.”—Sex u al ity In for ma tion 
and Ed u ca tion Council of the United States (SIECUS)

“Truly im por tant books on hu man sex u al ity can be counted on, per haps, just one hand. The In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia 
of Sex u al ity de serves spe cial at ten tion as an im pres sive ac com plish ment.”—Jour nal of Mar riage and the Fam ily

“. . . a land mark ef fort to cross-ref er ence vast amounts of in for ma tion about hu man sex ual be hav iors, cus toms, and
cul tural at ti tudes ex ist ing in the world. Never be fore has such a com pre hen sive un der tak ing been even re motely
avail able to re search ers, schol ars, ed u ca tors, and cli ni cians ac tive in the field of hu man sex u al ity.”—San dra Cole,
Pro fes sor of Phys i cal Med i cine and Re ha bil i ta tion, University of Michigan Medical Center

2. The In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity, Vol. 4 (Francoeur & Noonan, 2001)

“. . . a mas ter piece of or ga ni za tion. The feat of suc cess fully com pil ing so much in for ma tion about so many coun tries
into such a co her ent and read able for mat de fies sig nif i cant neg a tive crit i cism.”—Sex u al ity and Cul ture, Paul Fedoroff,
M.D., Co-Di rec tor, Sex ual Be hav iors Clinic Fo ren sic Pro gram, The Royal Ottawa Hospital, Ottawa, Canada

3. The Con tin uum Com plete In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity (Francoeur &
Noonan, 2004)

“. . . [a] trea sure trove. . . . This unique com pi la tion of spe cial ized knowl edge is rec om mended for re search col lec tions
in the so cial sci ences . . . as well as a sec ond ary source for cross-cul tural re search.”—Li brary Jour nal, March 15, 2004, 
p. 64

“. . . a book that is truly his toric, and in many ways com pa ra ble to the great sexological sur veys of Havelock Ellis and
Al fred Kinsey. . . . Many works of un de ni able im por tance are in tended to speak about hu man sex u al ity. But in this
en cy clo pe dia we hear the voices of a mul ti tude of na tions and cul tures. With cov er age of more than a quar ter of the
coun tries in the world, . . . not only will the Con tin uum Com plete In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity re main a
stand ard ref er ence work for years to come, but it has raised the bar of sexological schol ar ship to a rig or ous new
level.”—John Heidenry, ed i tor, The Week, and au thor of What Wild Ec stasy: The Rise and Fall of the Sex ual
Revolution

For more review excerpts, go to www.SexQuest.com/ccies/.


