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Our role as ed i tors of The Con tin uum Com plete In ter -
na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity (CCIES) has

been care fully lim ited to re cruit ing schol ars who could re -
port with some au thor ity about the sex ual at ti tudes, val ues,
and be hav ioral pat terns of a par tic u lar coun try or some par -
tic u lar as pect. We pro vided them with our stand ard con tent
out line, and left them free to write. We then copy edited their 
manu script with out al ter ing in any way their thoughts, al -
though we did seek clar i fi ca tion when nec es sary and en -
cour aged them to fill in any gaps we found. In the case of
chap ters in vol umes 1 to 3 pub lished in 1997 and vol ume 4
pub lished in 2001, we in vited the orig i nal au thors and some
new au thor i ties to up date these chap ters. Some times, we
sought—or in ad ver tently found—schol ars with al ter na tive
per spec tives or in ter pre ta tions who broad ened an en try
with com men tary. As ed i tors, our role has been that of a cat -
a lyst—to fa cil i tate bringing together those with the broad -
est possible perspectives to enrich the product.

At the same time, as we read and re read these chap ters
and ex changed com mu ni ca tions with the au thors, we could
not help but be im pressed by some sim i lar de vel op ments in
dif fer ent coun tries, some com mon threads of chang ing at ti -
tudes and be hav ioral pat terns. Some times, we found these
sim i lar i ties in sur vey re sults or com men tar ies by the au -
thors or updaters. At other times, a spe cific seem ingly mi -
nor lo cal event re ported first in the lo cal me dia caught
world wide at ten tion, sig nal ing what might be come a cul -
tural turn ing point. Whether we were im pressed by a gen -
eral broad-based trend, like the plum met ing birth rates
around the world, or one of the lo cal events noted be low,
they all seem to sug gest that, to day, at the dawn of the 21st
cen tury, the hu man race is en gaged in the big gest sex ual
rev o lu tion in at least 5,000 years. It will be far more rad i cal
in its con se quences than the geo graph i cally lim ited rev o lu -
tions of the Roarin’ Twen ties and the 1960s-1970s, al -
though each had a pro gres sively greater im pact through the
dis sem i na tion of Amer i can pop u lar cul ture through the me -
dia. Un like those rev o lu tions, which at first mainly af fected
North Amer ica and Eu rope, this new rev o lu tion is stir ring in 
large and small, rich and poor, agrar ian and in dus trial na -
tions all around the world. Fu eled by tele vi sion and the print 
me dia, by eco nom ics and tech nol ogy, by med i cal and re -
pro duc tive ad vances, and by the Internet, it is rac ing along
in Eu rope and North Amer ica. But it is also sprout ing all
over Af rica, Latin Amer ica, and Asia, where it is shak ing up 
tra di tional views of sex, the way men and women relate, our 
patterns of sexual intimacy, as well as the way we bond,
marry, and create families.

Our work on these re ports on 62 coun tries and places—
one quar ter of all the na tions in the world, in clud ing China,
In dia, Ja pan, and key coun tries in Eu rope, the Amer i cas, and
Af rica—has left us con vinced that this new sex ual rev o lu -

tion is be ing led less of ten by males who have dom i nated civ -
i li za tions world wide for the past sev eral thou sand years, but
by women, who are tak ing a more-pub li c stance for more
gen der equal ity—and some times to gain dom i nance. For
thou sands of years, males largely have cre ated and con -
trolled the tech no log i cal ad vances that trig gered all the mi -
nor Euro-Amer i can sex ual rev o lu tions of the past. Five to
eight thou sand years ago, men re struc tured the whole of hu -
man so ci ety and male-fe male re la tion ships, when our an ces -
tors dis cov ered ag ri cul ture, do mes ti cated an i mals, in vented
the wheel, smelted bronze for tools and weap ons, and cre ated 
al pha bets to re cord their his tory, laws, trade agree ments, and
trea ties. When men built the first cit ies in the Mid dle East,
Egypt, and the Indus Val ley, they cre ated a new life style:
Men held most of the power and women be came the sub or di -
nate sex rel e gated to the pri vate world of babymaker and
home maker. The equal ity men and women had en joyed in
ear lier, no madic hunter-gather so ci et ies dis ap peared in the
male-con trolled world of an cient city life. In this ur ban hi er -
ar chy, women had three faces, the Trevia of vir gin maiden,
wife/mother, and whore. A good woman’s value de pended
on her premarital virginity, her marital fidelity, her produc -
tion of male heirs, and catering to men’s needs.

Over the cen tu ries, men in vented ever faster, eas ier, and
cheaper ways to com mu ni cate and travel. Males drove the
med i cal tech nol o gies that im proved our health and more
than dou bled hu man life ex pec tancy in a brief cen tury.
Male-driven sci ence and tech nol ogy gave many of us the
in creas ing lei sure, mo bil ity, and af flu ence es sen tial for the
oc ca sional mi nor sex ual rev o lu tions that have come our
way. Forty years ago, male sci en tists, urged on by Mar ga ret
Sang er, de vel oped an ti bi ot ics to con trol sex ual dis eases and 
the con tra cep tive tech nol o gies that have given women, for
the first time in hu man his tory, the free dom to enjoy sex
without the fear of an unwanted pregnancy.

Ob vi ously, our years of work on CCIES have left us with 
some con tro ver sial con clu sions, with which our read ers
may or may not agree. This is not the place to de bate the va -
lid ity of our ob ser va tions. We will only sug gest some rea -
sons for them. Only the fu ture will con firm or re fute our ob -
ser va tions and fore casts. And so we con clude CCIES with
some high lights en coun tered along the way. Agree or dis -
agree. Add or re ject. We in vite our read ers to join us in look -
ing to the future.

We be gin with a brief look at eco nom ics, ed u ca tion, and
gen der—with Ja pan in the east, Scan di na via in the west, and 
the Mid dle East and North Af rica in-be tween. In 2003, as
noted in our chap ter on Last-Min ute De vel op ments, Ja pan
ranked 69th out of 75 mem ber na tions of the World Eco -
nomic Fo rum for its re cord of em pow er ing women. While
40% of Jap a nese women are em ployed out side the home,
only 9% hold man a ge rial po si tions. In Scan di na via, women
hold slightly less than a third of the man a ge rial po si tions,
but less than 10% of the po si tions on cor po rate boards. In
2003, Nor way passed a law re quir ing cor po ra tions to raise
the per cent age of fe male board mem bers from the then 9%
to 40% by 2007, or face stiff pen al ties. Swe den, with 30%
fe male cor po rate board mem bers, was plan ning to fol low
Nor way’s ex am ple. (In the U.S., women hold 46% of the
board mem ber ships.) In 2003, the first woman to serv e on
the board of the Bank of Ja pan warned that “Ja pan has gone
as far as it can with a so cial model that con sists of men filling 
all of the economic, management and political roles.”

At the same time, the World Bank was point ing out a
sim i lar ten sion with warn ings that women re main a “huge,
un tapped” eco nomic re source in the Mid dle East and North
Af rica, where more women work ers are needed to trans -
form econ o mies that must de pend in creas ingly on pri vate-
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sec tor ex ports to com pete world wide. De spite the fact that
women make up half the 325 mil lion peo ple in these re -
gions, and in some coun tries as many as 63% of uni ver sity
stu dents, they com prise only 32% of the la bor force, ac -
cord ing to the World Bank re port on “Gen der and De vel op -
ment in the Mid dle East and North Af rica: Women in the
Pub li c Sphere.” Ac cord ing to the World Bank’s vice pres i -
dent for the Mid dle East and North Af rica, “No coun try can
raise the stand ard of liv ing and im prove the well-be ing of its 
peo ple with out the par tic i pa tion of half of its pop u la tion.
Ex pe ri ence in other coun tries has shown over and over
again that women are important actors in development.”

In the 19 coun tries of the Mid dle East and North Af rica,
women’s workforce par tic i pa tion is “lower than would be
ex pected on the ba sis of the re gion’s fer til ity rates, ed u ca -
tion lev els and the age struc ture of the fe male pop u la tion,”
the World Bank re port found. It is less than half the 74% rate 
in the Asia and Pa cific re gion, with their suc cess ful ex port -
ing coun tries, where women have played a piv otal role in
emerg ing in dus tries. With im proved health and ed u ca tion,
one of every three women in the Mid dle East is 30 years old
or youn ger. But these youn ger women are likely to face
greater ob sta cles in find ing a job and play ing an ac tive pub -
li c role in their so ci et ies than their con tem po rar ies else -
where. There are far-reach ing eco nomic and so cial con se -
quences when men who find their self-im age in be ing the
bread win ner for the fam ily dis cour age women from em -
ploy ment out side the home. Mid dle East and North Af ri can
coun tries have the high est pro por tion of de pend ents to
wage earn ers in the world. Each wage earner in these re -
gions sup ports more than two nonworking de pend ents, a
problem that cannot be counteracted even by lowering
unemployment rates.

Along with the gen der dif fer ences in em ploy ment, one
needs to con sid er, also, the grow ing gen der dif fer ences in
ed u ca tion. These ed u ca tional dif fer ences were high lighted
in the an nual sur vey of ed u ca tional pol icy is sued by the Or -
ga ni za tion for Eco nomic Co op er a tion and De vel op ment,
which con cluded that young women are steadily mov ing
ahead of their male peers in ed u ca tional achieve ment and as -
pi ra tion. “In most OECD coun tries, young women are now
more likely than young men to ob tain first de grees from uni -
ver sity-level in sti tu tions. Only in Ja pan, Swit zer land and
Tur key is the pro por tion of young men ob tain ing their first
uni ver sity-level de grees sig nif i cantly higher for young men
than for young women.” On av er age, fe males now make up
more than two-thirds of the grad u ates in the hu man i ties, arts, 
ed u ca tion and health stud ies. In math e mat ics and com puter
sci ence they ac count for less than a third, and in en gi neer ing
about a quar ter. Ac cord ing to the re port at age 15, girls were
better read ers than boys in every one of the 43 coun tries that
took part of the 2000 study. In about half of these coun tries,
boys were ahead in math e mat ics. As a con se quence, in most
OECD countries, females expressed higher expectations for
their future occupations than males.

These higher ex pec ta tions are an im por tant fac tor in our
fu ture. It has mean ing for young men and women in Ja pan,
the Mid dle East, North Af rica, and the West. In Ja pan, for
in stance, young women are in creas ingly ex press ing their
an ger with chau vin ist and nonproductive males. “I would
like to get mar ried, but I don’t want to lower my liv ing
stand ard” is a typ i cal po si tion of young Jap a nese busi ness -
women who live with their par ents and fre quently travel
abroad. The num ber of un mar ried men and women over age 
39 has dou bled in 20 years. Ja pan’s birth rate is 1.4 chil dren
per child bear ing woman and shriveling like a dried prune.

With these ob ser va tions in mind, we can move on to
briefer men tions of our other ob ser va tions:

• Con tin ued rapid glob al iza tion and tech no log i cal de vel -
op ment will es ca late anx i eties, ten sions, and open con -
flicts for peo ple and so ci et ies rooted in fun da men tal ist,
tra di tional, agrar ian, pa tri ar chal value sys tems, as tele vi -
sion, the Internet, and daily phys i cal con tact ex poses
them to the more-per mis sive, gen der-equal, and in di vid -
u al is tic val ues of in dus trial and postindustrial West ern
so ci et ies. The cur rents of en cul tur ation are al ready work -
ing in both di rec tions, with both agrar ian and in dus trial
societies caught in the maelstrom of rapid change.

• In Iran, a very fun da men tal ist Is lamic coun try ruled by
very con ser va tive re li gious lead ers de ter mined to keep
women in their place, are en coun ter ing re peated op po si -
tion from the youn ger col lege-ed u cated gen er a tion, in -
clud ing the daugh ters of lead ing mod er ate gov ern ment
of fi cials. With Rev o lu tion ary Guard ev ery where, one
would hardly ex pect teen age “in fi del” girls in high tops,
tank shirts, bare mid riffs, and jeans to risk ar rest by
hang ing out on city streets. Where did these re bel lious
teen ag ers pick up their “sa tanic” fash ions and the cour -
age to wear them in pub li c? An swer: By 1994, a quar ter
of a mil lion Ira ni ans were watch ing pop u lar West ern
tele vi sion pro grams beamed down from sat el lites to
low-tech dish an ten nae and de cod ers hid den in their
apart ments and shared with neighbors, despite threats
by the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance.

• In Af rica, where nearly 70% of the world’s HIV-in fected 
peo ple live, most new vic tims are women in fected by
their hus bands who are ac cus tomed to hav ing a “home-
wife” and one or more “trav el ing-wives” for com pany
while they’re away at work. With a bur geon ing fem i nist
move ment push ing to trans form these sex ual pol i tics,
the AIDS cri sis is forc ing Af ri can men to lis ten to their
women, and that em pow ers women. Women in Kenya
have en listed the aid of An gli can Church lead ers to re -
duce and elim i nate “sex ual ac cess” to wid ows who are
“in her ited” by a male rel a tive of the de ceased hus band.
Al though not eas ily, and with re sis tance from some fem -
i nists, new laws and healthy al ter na tive rit u als are being
adopted to replace female genital mutilation.

• In Latin Amer ica, Pe ru vian women have en thu si as ti -
cally en dorsed a gov ern ment cam paign to make con tra -
cep tion avail able to all women, es pe cially the poor. In a
na tion where 90% of the peo ple are Cath o lic and many
ru ral women have 10 or more chil dren, Peru’s women
are ig nor ing the Pope’s ban on con tra cep tion and as sert -
ing their right to con trol their own sex ual and reproduc -
tive lives.

• In Is lamic north ern Ni ge ria and in Pa ki stan, sev eral
young women who claimed they were raped—and
named their as sail ants—have trig gered in ter na tion al
hu man rights pro tests when the me dia pub li cized that
they were tried and con victed of for ni ca tion and sen -
tenced to death by ston ing. Is lamic law re quires four
adult males be pres ent to wit ness the rape in or der to
prove it had taken place.

• World wide, the me dia re ported in creas ing chal lenges to 
the tra di tional mar riage ar ranged by par ents or fam ily:
In Upsala, Swe den, in 2002, the “honor kill ing” of 26-
year-old Fademi Sahindal by her fa ther, when this
Kurdish woman an nounced she would marry her Swed -
ish lover, pro voked in ter na tion al outrage.

• In May 2003, In dia’s tele vi sion and print me dia pro -
pelled Nisha Sharma, a 21-year-old com puter stu dent,
to Hindi star dom as a “New Age woman and role
model” for the na tion’s young women. Ms. Sharma
called off her wed ding af ter the groom’s fam ily de -
manded a dowry of $25,000 in ad di tion to the gifts al -
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ready re ceived from the bride’s fam ily. Ms. Sharma re -
ported the groom to the po lice, who put him in jail pend -
ing for mal charges that he and his mother had vi o lated
In dia’s laws against dowries.

• In Thai land, pi o neer ing sin gle women are choos ing to
buck so cial and fam ily tra di tions by liv ing on their own
when they can not find a nonchauvinist hus band. Many
of them are even hav ing a child by a lover who live s on
his own.

• In Al ge ria, Mus lim women are turn ing to per sonal ads to 
find mates of their own choice, de spite strong fam ily
dis ap proval and cen sor ship by fun da men tal ist Islamic
men.

• There is a grow ing tra di tion of fi nan cially es tab lished
sin gle Ital ian men, “mammoni,” to con tinue liv ing with
their par ents into their 30s, 40s, and be yond, in stead of
mar ry ing and mov ing out on their own. This, plus a
birth rate be low 1.1 child per fer tile woman, are rad i cally 
chang ing the tra di tional Ital ian ex tended fam ily. Ital ian

hus bands and Cath o lic bish ops com plain that the Ital ian
women are not lis ten ing to them any more. So many Ital -
ian women, mar ried and un mar ried, are us ing the pill
and hav ing abor tions, that It aly now has the low est
birthrate of any nation in the world.

• China has been widely con demned for its one-child-per-
fam ily pol icy, forced abor tions, and fe male in fan ti cide.
But be cause these pol i cies have also cre ated a se ri ous
sur plus of males, young Chi nese women are en joy ing an 
un ex pected change in bar gain ing power and choice in
pick ing the best possible husband.

• Mean while, an un mar ried Pol ish woman begged a doc -
tor for an il le gal abor tion and cre ated a na tional move -
ment to le gal ize abor tion when her ex-lover re ported her 
and the doc tor “to teach her a lesson.”

• In Ire land, a 14-year-old girl who tried to go to Eng land
for an abor tion forced the gov ern ment to al low at least
some abor tions. With one in six Irish mar riages end ing
in sep a ra tion and 75,000 bro ken mar riages, Pres i dent

Global Trends: Some Final Impressions 1375

In Memoriam

Dr. David Lee Weis
friend, colleague, teacher, and sexologist,

who died of diabetes complications at age 52 on September 5, 2003

Da vid Weis was a ma jor con trib u tor and coeditor of the United States chap ter in IES (vol ume 3; 1997), the 1998 
up dated Sex u al ity in Amer ica: Un der stand ing Our Sex ual Val ues and Be hav iors, and in the 2003 U.S.A. up date in
the pres ent ex panded sin gle-vol ume Con tin uum Com plete In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity.

In late Au gust, when Da vid emailed us the last of his ma jor sum ma ries and up dates for CCIES, we called to
thank him for his usual lu cid and pen e trat ing sum ma ries. We were de lighted with his con tri bu tion, and he was
happy with our de light. Two weeks later, we were for mat ting and in te grat ing his con tri bu tions when a fam ily
friend called with news of his to tally un ex pected death. We will miss him as a friend and as a col league. Our field
will be diminished by his loss.

Da vid was pro fes sor of fam ily and con sumer sci ences at Bowl ing Green State Uni ver sity, where he was well
known for his keen in tel lect as well as his sense of hu mor, “bub bling forth with ideas and sto ries to share with col -
leagues and stu dents alike.” “As bril liant and com mit ted as Dave’s pro fes sional con tri bu tions have been,” one of
his stu dents ob served, “he al ways ex tended gen er ous sup port of us new com ers with hu mil ity and gen u ine in ter est. 
The world is less bright without his warmth and wit.”

Be sides co or di nat ing the con tri bu tions of three dozen other Amer i can sexol o gists for the orig i nal U.S.A. chap -
ter, Dave pro vided his own ma jor sum ma ries of the lat est re search on child hood, ad o les cent, and adult sex ual be -
hav ior. His his tory of “Change, Con flict, and Di ver sity” in the U.S.A. chap ter pro vided an or ga niz ing theme for
that chapter/volume.

Da vid was, in the words of Ira Reiss, one of Amer ica’s lead ing sexol o gists and so ci ol o gists, “a tal ented thinker
and re search er who con trib uted much to the so cio log i cal anal y sis of sex u al ity.” Not long af ter join ing the So ci ety
for the Sci en tific Study of Sex u al ity, Dave won the pres ti gious Hugo G. Beigel Re search Award for out stand ing ar -
ti cle of the year in the Jour nal of Sex Re search. The Beigel Award was given to Dave in 1984 for a re search pa per
on af fec tive re ac tions of women to their ini tial ex pe ri ence of co itus. In 1998, Dave ed ited a spe cial is sue of the
Jour nal of Sex Re search on Theory in the Study of Sexuality.

As Candace Blake Weis, his wife, knew better that we, “He loved in tel lec tual chal lenge, and he had a great
knack for hav ing a dif fer ent per cep tion than most peo ple. He loved his stu dents. He would have ac tive dis cus sions
in the class room, some times about sen si tive and con tro ver sial sub jects, and there were lively discussions.”

A To ledo, Ohio, na tive who grew up in the Cleve land area, Da vid re ceived his bach e lor’s de gree in health and
phys i cal ed u ca tion from Bowl ing Green State Uni ver sity (BGSU) in 1973, a mas ter’s de gree in fam ily stud ies
from Purdue Uni ver sity in 1976, and a Ph.D. from Purdue in 1979. Af ter seven years teach ing at Rutgers Uni ver -
sity in New Jer sey, he re turned to teach at BGSU. In 2001, Da vid was named as one of BGSU’s 25 most-ac com -
plished graduates.

We ded i cate this edi tion of the Con tin uum Com plete In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity, in which Da vid
played a ma jor role, to his mem ory, with our sym pa thy to his wife, Candace Blake Weis, his daugh ter, Rebecca
Weis, and his par ents and two broth ers and two sisters.

We will miss him.
ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR, TIMOTHY PERPER, MARTHA CORNOG,

RAYMOND J. NOONAN, and the other members of the CCIES team



Mary Rob in son pressed for a ref er en dum to lift the con -
sti tu tional ban on di vorce and al low women some re lief
in al i mony and child support.

• Fifty thou sand women at tended the Fourth World Con -
fer ence on Women in Beijing. Women from many na -
tions el o quently claimed the right to con trol their sex ual
and re pro duc tive live s, equal in her i tance rights, ac cess
to credit, and free dom from vi o lence. In the end, the
women of Af rica, led by Namibians, forged a com pro -
mise that blocked the Vat i can’s pro posal to ex cise the
words “sex ual free dom” from a par tic u lar doc u ment. As
one ob server com mented, “It’s shock ing to find Af ri can
coun tries more progressive than others.”

• There is a con tin ued shift away from a pro cre ative mo -
ral ity and mo ti va tion for sex to a re la tion ship- and plea -
sure-based morality.

• In creas ing pop u lar ity of hor monal con tra cep tion, the
morn ing-af ter pill, con doms, and new con tra cep tives are 
fa cil i tat ing the shift to lower fer til ity rates, lower teen-
preg nancy rates, and in creas ing rates of nonmarital sex,
es pe cially for women. In both de vel op ing and in dus trial/
postindustrial so ci et ies, women are in creas ingly tak ing
re spon si bil ity for pre vent ing un wanted preg nan cies, and 
for initiating a nonmarital relationship.

• In creas ing years be tween pu berty and the age of mar -
riage make pre mar i tal sex ual ab sti nence in creas ingly
more dif fi cult and unlikely.

• A con tin ued in crease in life ex pec tancy and ero sion of
the sex ual dou ble stand ard are mak ing men and women
equally as likely to ex per i ment with ex tra mar i tal sex
and to di vorce and re marry or re main sin gle. Men and
women con tinue to ex per i ment with ex tra mar i tal re la -
tions ear lier, more of ten, and with more partners than in
the past.

• In Fin land, the pop u lar ity of both mar riage and co hab i -
ta tion are de clin ing. Two na tional sur veys, in 1972 and
1993, show that the fast est-grow ing life style is LAT,
cou ples “liv ing alone to gether” (in a sex ual re la tion -
ship). In these same sur veys, LATs re port be ing much
hap pier with their per sonal and in ti mate live s than mar -
ried or un mar ried co hab it ing cou ples. Sim i lar trends
have been reported in Germany and elsewhere.

• There is in creas ing rec og ni tion of the rights and needs of 
sex ual mi nor i ties, the el derly, and those who are dis -
abled or hand i capped. The “gray ing” of Eu rope and
Amer ica is par al leled by de vel op ing na tions like Iran
and Co sta Rica with a third or more of their pop u la tion
14 years old or younger.

• There is a spread ing rec og ni tion and ac cep tance of pro -
tected sex ual re la tions and the pro mo tion of pro tected
sex, as the shift from agrar ian to ur ban life continues.

• There is grow ing so cial, le gal, and re li gious ac cep tance
of homo sex u al, bi sex ual, transgendered, and gen der-
vari ant persons.

Con clu sive ev i dence of a global sex ual rev o lu tion un -
der way and led pri mar ily by women? Cer tainly not, if taken 
in di vid u ally. But we will leave it to our read ers to judge the
cu mu la tive weight of these and other de vel op ments found
in the CCIES.

Around the world, women are de mand ing and get ting
count less, of ten un no ticed so cial changes that, taken to -
gether, cre ate an ir re sist ible tidal wave no one can long es -
cape. Around the world, the ways in which women and men
re late are shift ing grad u ally to ward a new gen der equal ity
that will in ev i ta bly also change our mar i tal re la tion ships and 
fam ily struc tures. The spread of man u fac tur ing and tech no -
log i cal de vel op ment has brought women in many de vel op -
ing na tions a grow ing fi nan cial and psy cho log i cal in de pend -
ence that in many small but im por tant ways helps them take
in creas ing control of their own lives and set their own goals.

Ob vi ously, so ci et ies do not change over night. Pa tri ar -
chy is not go ing to dis ap pear over night, and per haps not in
the fore see able fu ture, but just maybe, an ir re sist ible tide is
shift ing, away from male dom i nance to ward a grow ing
equal ity of the sexes. At least, that is our hope.

To be sure, many men are par tic i pat ing with women in
ef fect ing many of these changes. At the same time, many
men—and women—are not ing the ex cesses that have been
ac cu mu lat ing in at least the United States, which we are also
ex port ing to the rest of the world in our pop u lar cul ture. The
best ex am ple is that of sex ual ha rass ment, which has be come 
grossly mis used and dis torted from the orig i nal prob lem.
And there are other in di ca tions that when women get power,
they are just as likely to abuse it as men. The United States is
no lon ger a pa tri ar chal so ci ety, if it ever was. Yet, many
Amer i cans be lieve it still is, be cause sex ual pol i tics have
trans formed it through its use as a met a phor to a per ceived
re al ity—and that is not helpful in achieving our goals.

Thus, we need to avoid the sim plis tic traps that re main
all too com mon. The hu man sex u al ity com plex ex ists in an
en vi ron ment that has mul ti ple forces that act on it—in much 
the same way that it in flu ences them re cip ro cally. Pol i tics
re mains an un de ni able ob sta cle to real prog ress on a global
level while it si mul ta neously pro vides the means for re -
dress ing the in eq ui ties of the past. Yet, so lu tions that merely 
shift the in eq ui ties to men are not a long-term so lu tion; they
just ex ac er bate the cri ses. So lu tions that demonize men’s
sex u al ity while ex tol ling women’s sex u al ity are do ing the
same. This is the sex ual coun ter rev o lu tion noted by John
Money in the ep i logue to the United States chap ter that is
cur rently un der way in this country. And that is counterpro -
ductive as a long-term strategy.

For real last ing change to oc cur that ben e fits both sexes
re quires a joint ef fort of both women and men work ing to -
gether for the com mon good. The cur rent sit u a tion of so cial
groups work ing to ward and pro mot ing only their own self-
in ter ests and em pow er ment needs to change on a global
level so that sex en riches the lives of everyone.
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Critical Acclaim for
The Continuum Complete International Encyclopedia of Sexuality

1. The In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity, Vols. 1-3 (Francoeur, 1997)

The World As so ci a tion of Sexol o gy, an in ter na tion al so ci ety of lead ing schol ars and eighty pro fes sional or ga ni za tions
de voted to the study of hu man sex ual be hav ior, has en dorsed The In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity as an
im por tant and unique con tri bu tion to our un der stand ing and ap pre ci a tion of the rich va ri ety of hu man sex ual at ti tudes,
values, and behavior in cultures around the world.

Re cip i ent of the “1997 Ci ta tion of Ex cel lence for an out stand ing ref er ence in the field of sexol o gy,” awarded by the
Amer i can Foun da tion for Gen der and Gen i tal Med i cine and Sci ence at the Thir teenth World Con gress of Sexol o gy,
Valencia, Spain.

Rec om mended by Li brary Jour nal (Oc to ber 1, 1997) to pub li c and ac a demic li brar i ans look ing to up date their
col lec tions in the area of sex u al ity: “An ex traor di nary, highly valu able syn the sis of in for ma tion not avail able
else where. Here are in-depth re ports on sex-re lated prac tices and cul ture in 32 coun tries on six con ti nents, con trib uted
by 135 sexol o gists world wide. . . . For all academic and larger public collections.”

Picked by Choice (As so ci a tion of Col lege & Re search Li brar ies/Amer i can Li brary As so ci a tion) as Best Ref er ence
Work and Out stand ing Ac a demic Book for 1997: “Al though this en cy clo pe dia is meant as a means of un der stand ing
hu man sex u al ity, it can also be used as a lens with which to view hu man cul ture in many of its other man i fes ta tions.
. . . Con sid er ing cov er age, or ga ni za tion, and au thor ity, the com par a tively low price is also no ta ble. Rec om mended for
ref er ence col lec tions in universities, special collections, and public libraries.”

“Most im pres sive, pro vid ing a wealth of good, solid in for ma tion that may be used by a wide va ri ety of pro fes sion als
and stu dents seek ing in for ma tion on cross-cul tural pat terns of sex ual be hav ior . . . an in valu able, unique schol arly work 
that no li brary should be with out.”—Con tem po rary Psy chol ogy

“. . . en ables us to make transcultural com par i sons of sex ual at ti tudes and be hav iours in a way no other mod ern book
does. . . . Clin ics and train ing or ga ni za tions would do well to ac quire cop ies for their li brar ies. . . . In di vid ual ther a pists 
and re search ers who like to have their own col lec tion of key pub li ca tions should cer tainly con sid er it.”—Sex ual and
Mar i tal Ther apy (U.K.)

“. . . schol arly, straight for ward, and tightly-or ga nized for mat in for ma tion about sex ual be liefs and be hav iors as they are 
cur rently prac ticed in 32 coun tries around the world. . . . The list of con tri bu tors . . . is a vir tual who’s who of schol ars
in sex ual sci ence.”—Choice

“. . . one of the most am bi tious cross-cul tural sex sur veys ever un der taken. Some 135 sexol o gists world wide de scribe
sex-re lated prac tices and cul tures in 32 dif fer ent coun tries. . . . Best Ref er ence Sources of 1997.”—Li brary Jour nal

“What sep a rates this en cy clo pe dia from past in ter na tion al sex u al ity books is its dis tinct dis sim i lar ity to a ‘guide book to 
the sex ual hotspots of the world.’ . . . An im pres sive and im por tant con tri bu tion to our un der stand ing of sex u al ity in a
global so ci ety. . . . fills a big gap in peo ple’s knowl edge about sex ual at ti tudes and be hav iors.”—Sex u al ity In for ma tion 
and Ed u ca tion Council of the United States (SIECUS)

“Truly im por tant books on hu man sex u al ity can be counted on, per haps, just one hand. The In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia 
of Sex u al ity de serves spe cial at ten tion as an im pres sive ac com plish ment.”—Jour nal of Mar riage and the Fam ily

“. . . a land mark ef fort to cross-ref er ence vast amounts of in for ma tion about hu man sex ual be hav iors, cus toms, and
cul tural at ti tudes ex ist ing in the world. Never be fore has such a com pre hen sive un der tak ing been even re motely
avail able to re search ers, schol ars, ed u ca tors, and cli ni cians ac tive in the field of hu man sex u al ity.”—San dra Cole,
Pro fes sor of Phys i cal Med i cine and Re ha bil i ta tion, University of Michigan Medical Center

2. The In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity, Vol. 4 (Francoeur & Noonan, 2001)

“. . . a mas ter piece of or ga ni za tion. The feat of suc cess fully com pil ing so much in for ma tion about so many coun tries
into such a co her ent and read able for mat de fies sig nif i cant neg a tive crit i cism.”—Sex u al ity and Cul ture, Paul Fedoroff,
M.D., Co-Di rec tor, Sex ual Be hav iors Clinic Fo ren sic Pro gram, The Royal Ottawa Hospital, Ottawa, Canada

3. The Con tin uum Com plete In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity (Francoeur &
Noonan, 2004)

“. . . [a] trea sure trove. . . . This unique com pi la tion of spe cial ized knowl edge is rec om mended for re search col lec tions
in the so cial sci ences . . . as well as a sec ond ary source for cross-cul tural re search.”—Li brary Jour nal, March 15, 2004, 
p. 64

“. . . a book that is truly his toric, and in many ways com pa ra ble to the great sexological sur veys of Havelock Ellis and
Al fred Kinsey. . . . Many works of un de ni able im por tance are in tended to speak about hu man sex u al ity. But in this
en cy clo pe dia we hear the voices of a mul ti tude of na tions and cul tures. With cov er age of more than a quar ter of the
coun tries in the world, . . . not only will the Con tin uum Com plete In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity re main a
stand ard ref er ence work for years to come, but it has raised the bar of sexological schol ar ship to a rig or ous new
level.”—John Heidenry, ed i tor, The Week, and au thor of What Wild Ec stasy: The Rise and Fall of the Sex ual
Revolution

For more review excerpts, go to www.SexQuest.com/ccies/.


